
Facebook users get out U.S. vote in large numbers 

This Nov. 2, 2010 file photo shows a sticker handed out to a voter on Election Day, in Waterville, Maine. Here’s something most politicians can 
click the like button for: Facebook friends played a big role in getting hundreds of thousands of people to vote in 2010 who probably would have 
otherwise stayed home, a new scientific study claims. It provides scientific evidence showing the real world political power of social media. 
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Dutch Prime Minister and 
Liberal Party leader Mark 
Rutte casts his vote for 
parliamentary elections in 
The Hague, Netherlands, 
Wednesday Sept. 12, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Ruling Dutch 
party claims 
victory 

MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Dutch Prime Minis¬ 
ter Mark Rutte claimed vic¬ 
tory early Thursday for his 
conservative VVD party in 
national elections widely 
seen as a referendum on 
the Netherlands’ commit¬ 
ment to Europe. With 92 
percent of municipalities 
reporting, the VVD was 
set to take 41 seats in the 
150-member Dutch Parlia¬ 
ment, two more than its 
largest rival, the center-left 
Labor party. Rutte said La¬ 
bor leader Diederik Sam- 
som had called him to con¬ 
cede. “Tonight let’s enjoy 
it, and tomorrow we have 
get to work to make sure 
a stable Cabinet is formed 
as soon as possible," Rutte 
told cheering supporters at 
a beachside hotel in The 
Hague. 


Continued on Page 7 



Republican presidential candidate, former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney makes comments on the killing of U.S. embassy 
officials in Benghazi, Libya, while speaking in Jacksonville, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Romney, Obama trade barbs over attacks 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Re¬ 
publican challenger Mitt 
Romney accused Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama's ad¬ 
ministration on Wednesday 
of showing weakness in the 
face of tumultuous events 
that left four U.S. diplomats 
dead in the Middle East 
and jolted the race for the 
White House. Obama re¬ 
torted that his rival “seems 
to have a tendency to 
shoot first and aim later.” 
The president responded to 
Romney near the end of a 
day when even some Re¬ 
publicans with experience 


in national security matters 
questioned Romney’s han¬ 
dling of the issue, calling 
it hasty. Top Republican 
leaders in Congress point¬ 
edly declined to endorse 
his criticism of the presi¬ 
dent. It was a rare day in 
the U.S. campaign when 
foreign policy took center 
stage instead of the econ¬ 
omy and the unemploy¬ 
ment rate of 8.1 percent 
— long the No. 1 issue for 
voters. Recent polls show 
Obama comfortably lead¬ 
ing Romney when it comes 
to which candidate voters 


feel is more adept at han¬ 
dling matters of national 
security. The Republican 
challenger, a former Mas¬ 
sachusetts governor with 
little international experi¬ 
ence, has worked to whit¬ 
tle away at that deficit. 

The events unfolded with 
less than eight weeks re¬ 
maining in the race for the 
White House, a campaign 
that has been close for 
months. Polls show Obama 
holding a slim lead in some 
battleground states, which 
are crucial because the 
U.S. president is elected 


not by popular vote but in 
state-by-state contests. 
Romney, who has a slight 
advantage in recent sur¬ 
veys when it comes to eco¬ 
nomic matters, went on the 
offensive on foreign policy 
amid the turmoil in the Mid¬ 
dle East. 

Chris Stevens, U.S. ambas¬ 
sador to Libya, and three 
other American diplomats 
were killed on Tuesday as 
protesters overran and 
burned the U.S. Consulate 
in Benghazi. 

Continued on Page 4 
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U.S. investigates: Attacks coordinated to mark 9/11? 



larly in Libya, and said he 


Tunisian protestors burn a U.S. flag during a protest about a film ridiculing Islam's Prophet Mu¬ 
hammad, near the U.S. Embassy in Tunis, Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2012. About 50 protesters burned 
American flags outside the U.S. Embassy in Tunisia's capital as part of widespread anger across 
the Muslim world about a film ridiculing Islam's Prophet Muhammad. 

Associated Press 



Glass, debris and overturned furniture are strewn inside a room 
in the gutted U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya, after an attack 
that killed four Americans, including Ambassador Chris Stevens, 
Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2012. 

Associated Press 


MATTHEW LEE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Obama administration, 
roiled by the first killing of 
a U.S. ambassador in more 
than 30 years, is investigat¬ 
ing whether the assault on 
the U.S. Consulate in Libya 
was a planned terrorist 
strike to mark the anniver¬ 
sary of the Sept. 11, 2001, 
attacks and not a sponta¬ 
neous mob enraged over 
an anti-Islam YouTube vid¬ 
eo. 

President Barack Obama 
declared in a White House 
appearance that the U.S. 
would “work with the Lib¬ 
yan government to bring 
to justice" those who killed 
Ambassador Chris Stevens 
and three other Ameri¬ 
cans. The attack on the 
Benghazi consulate was 
“a planned, coordinated, 
well-executed military style 
event,” House Intelligence 
Committee Chairman Mike 
Rogers said. 

In a show of force, the Pen¬ 
tagon moved two warships 
to the Libyan coast. Of¬ 
ficials said one destroyer, 
the USS Laboon, moved 
to a position off the coast 
Wednesday, and the de¬ 
stroyer USS McFaul was en 
route and should be sta¬ 
tioned off the coast within 
days, increasing the num¬ 
ber of Navy destroyers in 
the Mediterranean from 
four to five. 

Officials said the ships, 
which carry Tomahawk 
cruise missiles, do not have 
a specific mission. But they 
give commanders flexibility 
to respond to any mission 
ordered by the president. 
Pentagon spokesman 
George Little said, “Without 
commenting on specific 
ship movements, the Unit¬ 
ed States military regularly 
takes precautionary steps 
when potential contingen¬ 
cies might arise in a given 
situation. That’s not only 
logical in certain circum¬ 
stances, it's the prudent 
thing to do.” 

At the same time, some 50 
U.S. Marines headed to Lib¬ 
ya to reinforce security at 
U.S. diplomatic facilities, ini¬ 
tially at the American em¬ 
bassy in Tripoli, not Beng¬ 
hazi. 

The officials spoke on con¬ 


dition of anonymity be¬ 
cause they were not au¬ 
thorized to publicly discuss 
troop movements. 

White House press secre¬ 
tary Jay Carney said it was 
too early to judge whether 
the Benghazi attack was 
planned. 

“I know that this is being 
investigated, and we’re 
working with the Libyan 
government to investigate 
the incident. I would not 
want to speculate on that 
at this time," he said. Sev¬ 
eral Libyan security guards 
also were killed. 

Rogers, R-Mich., said U.S. in¬ 
telligence had not yet de¬ 


termined who was respon¬ 
sible, but added, “Our list is 
narrowing.” 

“When you see (such an 
attack), it wasn’t some 
folks who had some guns in 
their garage and said let's 
shoot up the consulate,” 
Rogers said in an interview 
Wednesday. 

The FBI was sending evi¬ 
dence teams to Libya, said 
a law enforcement official. 
Analysts are working on 
several different scenarios 
based on intelligence that 
could lead to a motive for 
the attack. Some concern 
the possibility of targeting 
high-ranking officials, ac¬ 


cording to a law enforce¬ 
ment official briefed on the 
investigation. But none of 
the intelligence has sug¬ 
gested terrorists would spe¬ 
cifically target Stevens, said 
the official who also spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because he was not au¬ 
thorized to speak publicly 
about the investigation. 

The attack in Libya, which 
came hours after a mob 
stormed the U.S. Embassy 
in Cairo and tore down the 
U.S. flag, was presumed to 
have been triggered by a 
movie, whose trailer has 
gone viral on YouTube, de¬ 
picting the Islamic prophet 
Muhammad in disrespect¬ 
ful ways. In an extraordi¬ 
nary move, Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, the chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
called anti-lslamic preach¬ 
er Terry Jones and asked 
him to stop promoting the 
film. A spokeswoman said 
the church would not show 
the film Wednesday eve¬ 
ning. 

“Make no mistake. Justice 
will be done,” a somber 
Obama pledged at the 
White House, Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clin¬ 
ton at his side. 

He ordered increased se¬ 
curity at U.S. diplomatic 
missions overseas, particu- 


condemned “in the stron¬ 
gest possible terms the out¬ 
rageous and shocking” at¬ 
tack. Clinton said she was 
particularly appalled that 
the attack took place in 
Benghazi, which the U.S. 
had helped liberate from 
dictator Moammar Gad- 
hafi during the Arab Spring 
revolution in Libya last year. 
Three Americans were 
wounded, U.S. officials said. 
The aftermath of the two 
attacks also stirred the U.S. 
presidential campaign, 
where until Wednesday, 
foreign policy had taken a 
back seat to the struggling 
economy. 

The Republican nominee, 
Mitt Romney, criticized the 
administration for state¬ 
ments issued before and 
after the Cairo attacks that 
expressed sympathy for 
those insulted by the video. 
But he in turn was criticized 
for turning a tragedy too 
quickly into political fod¬ 
der, and getting key details 
wrong. 

And his account didn’t 
mesh completely with 
events in Cairo. 

The embassy statement 
that he referred to as akin 
to an apology was issued 
at midday on Tuesday in 
Cairo at a time the embas¬ 
sy staff was aware of still- 
peaceful demonstrations in 
the area nearby. It was four 
or five hours later when the 
mob breached the com¬ 
pound’s walls and tried to 
burn a U.S. flag. 

Obama told CBS' “60 Min¬ 
utes” that Romney “seems 
to have a tendency to 
shoot first and aim later.” 
Obama and Clinton made 
a rare joint visit to the State 
Department, where griev¬ 
ing colleagues of Stevens 
and the other three Ameri¬ 
cans killed in Benghazi 
gathered in a courtyard. 
The president also ordered 
U.S. flags to be flown at 
half-staff at government 
and military buildings and 
vessels around the world 
until sunset on Sept. 16. 
Flags had already been 
lowered in many places to 
commemorate the victims 
of the 9/11 attacks. 

Clinton denounced those 
who might kill over an in¬ 
sulting movie.O 
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U.S. Navy medical care boosts ties, image in Asia 



In this July 31, 2012, photo provided by the U.S. Navy, Lt. Thom 
Miller, left, listens to the heartbeat of a baby girl at Hun Sen 
Cheungkor Primary School near Sihanoukville, Cambodia during 
a visit to the country by the hospital ship USNS Mercy. 

Associated Press 


AUDREY McAVOY 

Associated Press 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii (AP) 

— The U.S. Navy is spending 
more than $20 million (€15 
million) each year sending 
ships to poorer nations in 
the Asian-Pacific region to 
provide cataract surgery, 
dental fillings and other 
medical care. 

The Navy and its sailors are 
more often recognized for 
sending aircraft carriers to 
help troops in Afghanistan, 
fighting pirates off the So¬ 
mali coast or intercepting 
ballistic missiles in missile 
defense tests off Hawaii. 
But the U.S. Pacific Fleet 
and analysts say the hu¬ 
manitarian missions are key 
to promoting U.S. national 
security, with relatively low 
costs even during a time of 
shrinking budgets. 

Adm. Cecil Haney, com¬ 
mander of the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, said the missions 
strengthen relationships 


with other countries. 

“You're building trust, 
bonds, and how to commu¬ 
nicate," Haney said in an 
interview at his Pearl Harbor 
headquarters. “We give 
it a fancy term, interoper¬ 
ability — it's more than just 
technology. It’s cultural. It’s 
this business of building trust 
with like-minded nations.” 
Haney spoke shortly af¬ 
ter the hospital ship USNS 
Mercy and its 1,200-mem¬ 
ber crew stopped in Pearl 
Harbor on its way back to 
San Diego following a five- 
month long tour of Cambo¬ 
dia, Indonesia, the Philip¬ 
pines and Vietnam. 

The ship spent two weeks 
in each country. During its 
most recent tour, medical 
personnel from 13 other 
countries — from Japan to 
Malaysia, came aboard to 
help out, along with 28 non¬ 
governmental organiza¬ 
tions from the United States 
and other countries. 


Capt. William Cogar, the 
Mercy’s executive officer, 
said the ship faced particu¬ 
larly high demand for cat¬ 
aract surgery, even from 
patients in their 30s and 40s. 
Many people in the coun¬ 
tries visited don’t wear sun¬ 
glasses, he said. 

“Now they can see again,” 
Cogar said. 

Animals — including live¬ 
stock like water buffalo and 
pigs — also got treated by 
veterinarians on board. 

Abe Denmark, senior direc¬ 
tor of the National Bureau 
of Asian Research, an in¬ 
dependent, non-partisan 
think tank, said the missions 
help people develop a 
better opinion of the United 
States. 

The U.S. learned the public 
relations value of such de¬ 
ployments when the U.S. 
Pacific Command sent 
ships and planes to deliver 
food, tents, and medical 
care for victims of the 2004 


Indian Ocean earthquake 
and tsunami. 

U.S. approval ratings in In¬ 
donesia, which is predomi¬ 
nantly Muslim, climbed to 
38 percent in 2005 from 15 
percent two years earlier 
because of the help, ac¬ 
cording to a poll by the 


Pew Global Attitudes Proj¬ 
ect. 

The Navy started sending 
hospital ships and other 
Navy vessels on annual 
humanitarian tours shortly 
afterward. The program — 
called Pacific Partnership 
— is now in its eighth yearO 
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President Barack Obama speaks during a campaign event at the Cashman Center, Wednesday, 
Sept. 12, 2012, in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


Romney , Obama 

Continued from front 

In a separate incident, the 
American Embassy in Cairo 
was breached by protest¬ 
ers, and the nation’s flag 
was ripped down, although 
no deaths were reported 
there. 

U.S. officials are investigat¬ 
ing whether the attack in 
Libya was a terrorist strike 
planned to mark the 11th 
anniversary of the attacks 
of Sept. 11, 2001. Initial re¬ 
ports were that both the 
Libya and Egypt events 
had been motivated by 
anger over an amateur film 
made in the United States 
that ridiculed Islam’s Proph¬ 
et Muhammad. 

Romney criticized an initial 
statement from the U.S. Em¬ 
bassy in Cairo as disgrace¬ 
ful and “akin to apology.” 
He added, “It's never 
too early for the United 
States government to con¬ 
demn attacks on Ameri¬ 
cans and to defend our 
values.” 

Romney’s account didn’t 
mesh completely with 
events in Cairo. 

The embassy statement 
that he referred to as akin 
to apology was issued by 
the embassy in Cairo at 
midday on Tuesday at a 
time the staff was aware 
of still-peaceful demonstra¬ 
tions in the area nearby. It 
was four or five hours later 
when the mob breached 
the compound's walls and 
tried to burn a U.S. flag. 

The embassy statement, 
which came hours be¬ 
fore the deaths in Libya, 
called for calm. It also con¬ 
demned “the continuing 
efforts by misguided indi¬ 
viduals to hurt the religious 
feelings of Muslims — as we 


condemn efforts to offend 
believers of all religions,” 
and noted that religious 
freedom is a cornerstone of 
American democracy. 
Romney added that the 
White House later “dis¬ 
tanced itself” from the 
statement, saying it hadn’t 
been cleared by senior of¬ 
ficials in Washington. “That 
reflects the mixed signals 
they're sending to the 
world.” 

Appearing in Jacksonville, 
Florida, Romney quickly 
broadened his remarks to 
emphasize other disagree¬ 
ments he has with Obama 
on national security issues, 
citing “differences of opin¬ 
ion with regards to Israel 
and our policies there; with 
regards to Iran, with re¬ 
gards to Afghanistan, with 
regards to Syria.” 
Republican vice presiden¬ 
tial candidate Paul Ryan, 
in an interview later in the 
day, also said the initial 
statement had come as 
the embassy was under at¬ 
tack. “I disagree with the 
original statements that the 
embassy put out — that the 
administration put out in 
Cairo sympathizing with the 
people who were storming 
the embassy. We should 
stand up for our values,” he 
said. 

Obama initially chose not 
to respond to Romney. Dur¬ 
ing an appearance outside 
the White House, he som¬ 
berly mourned the deaths 
and announced the de¬ 
ployment of additional Ma¬ 
rines at diplomatic posts 
overseas in his capacity as 
commander in chief. 
Obama-the-political-can- 
didate later shed his reluc¬ 
tance with an unusually 
personal criticism of Rom¬ 
ney during an interview 


with CBS television. 

“It’s important for you to 
make sure that the state¬ 
ments that you make are 
backed up by the facts. 
And that you've thought 
through the ramifications 
before you make ’em," 
Obama said. “It appears 
that Gov. Romney didn't 
have his facts right.” 

“And make no mistake. 
Justice will be done” he 
declared, referring to those 
responsible for the murders 
of the U.S. ambassador to 
Libya, and three others. 
Some Republicans joined 
Democrats in questioning 
Romney's decision to inject 
himself into the situation 
thousands of miles (kilome¬ 
ters) away with his critical 
statement Tuesday night. 
Gordon Johndroe, a na¬ 


tional security aide during 
George W. Bush’s presi¬ 
dency, said Romney’s re¬ 
action as a candidate was 
quicker than he would be 
able to make if he were 
president. 

“Events happen quickly 
but the information at first 
is very vague and uncer¬ 
tain. You don’t know who 
has done the attack, how 
many people, who was at¬ 
tacked, were people just 
injured or killed. It takes 
a while for information to 
come through, and you 
have to be very careful 
and cautious when re¬ 
sponding.” 

Top Republican leaders in 
Congress did not come to 
Romney's defense as they 
— like the Republican chal¬ 
lenger and the president — 


mourned the deaths of the 
fallen diplomats. 

Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell of Ken¬ 
tucky said Obama “cor¬ 
rectly tightened the se¬ 
curity overseas.” Asked 
about Romney's remarks, 
he declined to answer and 
walked toward his office in 
the Capitol. 

House Speaker John Boeh- 
ner issued a brief statement 
condemning the violence 
against the U.S., as did 
Majority Leader Eric Can¬ 
tor of Virginia, but neither 
included any reference 
to the president. Romney, 
on Wednesday, defended 
his decision to issue his first 
critical statement Tuesday 
night, at a time when it was 
not yet known that Stevens 
had been killed. □ 
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Chicago teachers union president is brash advocate 



Chicago Teachers Union President Karen Lewis takes a break from negotiations with the Chicago 
Board of Education to make an unexpected appearance at a rally of thousands of public school 
teachers on Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2012 in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


By TAMMY WEBBER 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — She’s 
brash and blunt, a union 
leader known for her tart 
tongue and flip one-liners 
often aimed at Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel in a bitter 
contract dispute regarded 
as a referendum on the fu¬ 
ture of Chicago schools. 

But Karen Lewis — who re¬ 
cently referred to the high- 
stakes talks as “the silly part” 
of her day — also is a whip- 
smart Ivy League graduate 
with a long, distinguished 
record in the classroom 
and the overwhelming sup¬ 
port of her union’s 30,000 
members. 

Two years after she took 
the helm of the Chicago 
Teachers Union, the former 
chemistry teacher finds 
herself at the center of a 
nationally watched con¬ 
frontation with Emanuel, 
the equally tough and 
sharp-tongued former 
White House chief of staff. 
Teachers in the nation’s 
third-largest school district 
walked off the job Monday 
for the first time in 25 years 
after negotiators failed to 
reach an agreement on 
issues that include perfor¬ 
mance evaluations based 
partly on student's stan¬ 
dardized test scores and 
whether laid-off teachers 
would have first dibs on job 
openings districtwide. 

The 59-year-old Lewis re¬ 
cently called the mayor a 
bully and a liar, and their 
already strained relation¬ 
ship hasn't improved since 
the strike began. 

She seems to be winning 
the public-relations battle 
in much of Chicago — for 
now. Many moms and 
dads have walked the 
picket lines with their chil¬ 
dren, and she’s inspired 
loyalty among teachers in 
a union long known for in¬ 


fighting. Almost 90 percent 
of union members voted to 
authorize a strike. 

It all comes down to her 
credentials and take-no- 
prisoners personality, sup¬ 
porters say. 

During a Labor Day rally 
a week before teachers 
went on strike, Lewis called 
the negotiations “a fight for 
the very soul of public edu¬ 
cation.” 

“The commitment to the 
children of the city of Chi¬ 
cago is in our hearts, in our 
minds,” she said to a cheer¬ 
ing crowd. “It's in the work 
we do.” 

Lewis attended public 
school in Chicago, in the 
same area where Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama has 
a house. The daughter 
of two Chicago public 
school teachers, she grad¬ 
uated from Dartmouth 
as the only black woman 
in her class. Lewis then 
taught in Chicago schools 


for 22 years and became 
a National Board certified 
teacher, one of the profes¬ 
sion’s highest qualifications. 
In the classroom, she didn’t 
stand for excuses or bad 
behavior but was happy 
to help students who were 
struggling, said Shannon 
Carroll, whose daughter 
had Lewis' chemistry class 
as a sophomore at King 
College Prep High School. 
Carroll's daughter was 
having difficulty with the 
course, so Lewis tested her 
to see how she learned 
best. In the evening, she 
sometimes went over 
homework with her on the 
phone. 

“She was very patient,” 
Carroll said. “She was the 
most accessible teacher 
ever at that school." 

Lewis was active in the 
union for more than 20 
years before running for 
president in 2010. By then, 
she was a proven leader 


and well-respected by col¬ 
leagues, said Ronni Rieck, 
a teacher who met Lewis 
while serving on a union ex¬ 
ecutive board together. 

“I thought, ‘Who is this 
woman?”’ Rieck said. 

Lewis came up with cre¬ 
ative solutions, Rieck said, 
and though she was not 
part of the top leadership 
team at the time, “they lis¬ 
tened to her.” 

Rieck, who retired in June, 
said Lewis was more ag¬ 
gressive than some in her 
determination to push 
back against the school 
board when the district 
began closing dozens of 
schools and laying off hun¬ 
dreds of teachers while ex¬ 
panding charter schools. 
That move, Lewis has said, 
often forced children to 
travel long distances or 
through gang territory, and 
the union filed a lawsuit to 
halt the dismissal of teach¬ 
ers. 


“She tended to be more 
aggressive but also tem¬ 
pered that. She wasn’t a 
crazy,” Rieck said. “She’s 
a very mature woman and 
confident in her own skin.” 
Lewis has sometimes come 
off as careless and inap¬ 
propriate, including during 
a speech to educators and 
union members last fall in 
Seattle, where she mocked 
the way former schools 
CEO Arne Duncan talked 
and joked about smoking 
marijuana at Dartmouth. 
Lewis apologized to Dun¬ 
can, who is now President 
Obama’s education sec¬ 
retary. Supporters say she 
learned from that experi¬ 
ence. “She was trying to 
be something she wasn't, a 
comedian, and that's what 
got her in trouble,” Rieck 
said. One person Lewis 
hasn’t made amends with 
is Emanuel, who suggested 
soon after he was elected 
that students were getting 
“the shaft” from teachers 
because of flat test scores 
and a graduation rate of 
just over 50 percent. He re¬ 
scinded a 4 percent raise, 
then asked the union to re¬ 
open that same contract 
and accept a 2 percent 
raise in exchange for work¬ 
ing longer hours. 

When union leaders re¬ 
fused, he tried to go around 
them by asking teachers at 
individual schools to waive 
the contract and add 90 
minutes to the day — un¬ 
til the Illinois Educational 
Labor Relations Board told 
him to stop. 

During a heated meeting 
with Emanuel, Lewis has 
said, the mayor “explod¬ 
ed,” used profanity and 
pointed his finger at her. 
She also issued a sarcasm- 
laced statement after 
learning he would send his 
children to a prestigious pri¬ 
vate school. □ 
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Bank heist suspects hurl cash during LA chase 



This image provided by KNBC-TV shows bank robbery suspects throwing money from their vehicle 
during a police pursuit Wednesday Sept. 12, 2012 in Los Angeles. The vehicle was eventually 
blocked by another vehicle and the suspects were arrested. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Sus¬ 
pected bank robbers flee¬ 
ing county sheriff’s depu¬ 
ties hurled cash from a 
speeding SUV on Wednes¬ 
day, drawing people into 
the streets until a pickup 
blocked their path and 
they had to surrender. 

In a bizarre scene followed 
by TV helicopters, a large 
crowd pressed in as depu¬ 
ties with guns drawn pulled 
two men from the SUV in 
South Los Angeles. City 
police came to their aid 
and formed skirmish lines to 
move the crowd back. 
Along the pursuit's route, 
people were seen scoop¬ 
ing up the money. 

Police Department spokes¬ 
man Cmdr. Andrew Smith 
said it appeared the sus¬ 
pects threw the money in 
hopes of drawing people 
into the roadway to block 
the pursuing patrol cars. 

“A lot of people came out 
their houses, they saw this 
on TV, they saw that money 


was being thrown,” Smith 
told KNBC-TV. 

Several hundred people 
gathered around the depu¬ 
ties during the dangerous 
moment of arrest. 


“I think one of the folks told 
me that they thought there 
was more money in the ve¬ 
hicle and maybe they were 
hoping to get a little bit of 
that," Smith said. 


One officer had a foot run 
over during the incident but 
was expected to be OK, he 
said. 

The incident began 35 miles 
northwest of downtown Los 


Angeles in the suburban 
Santa Clarita area where 
four men committed an 
armed bank robbery, Los 
Angeles County sheriff’s 
Capt. Mike Parker told 
KCAL-TV. 

The robbers fled south by 
freeway and en route two 
robbers bailed out of the 
SUV in the Sylmar area of 
the San Fernando Valley. 
One suspect was taken into 
custody there Wednesday 
afternoon but the other re¬ 
mained at large. 

The SUV pursuit continued 
into downtown Los Angeles 
where the SUV exited the 
freeway and began a cir¬ 
cuitous route through the 
older, narrow streets of the 
city’s central and southern 
areas. The 90-minute chase 
came to an end when a 
big, heavy duty pickup 
made a right turn from a 
side street and blocked the 
SUV’s path. It was not clear 
whether that driver did so 
intentionally .□ 


Florida voter-roll purge yields few non-citizens 


BRENDAN FARRINGTON 
GARY FINEOUT 
Associated Press 
TALLAHASSEE, Florida 
(AP) — Florida’s attempt 
to screen voter rolls for 
non-U.S. citizens is yield¬ 
ing a smaller number 
than state officials had 
anticipated. 

The Florida Department 
of State announced 
Wednesday that it used 
a federal immigration 
database to verify 207 
voters are not citizens. 
Earlier this year, state of¬ 
ficials under Republican 
Gov. Rock Scott had said 
they suspected more 
than 2,600 voters were 
ineligible and had asked 
election supervisors to 
purge those on the list. 


State officials, however, 
said the screening pro¬ 
cess was still a success 
because it yielded some 
ineligible voters. 

Florida's announcement 
came the same day that 
it reached an agree¬ 
ment with voting groups 
that had challenged 
the purge, alleging it 
was discriminatory be¬ 
cause they said it mostly 
targeted Hispanics. The 
groups that work with im¬ 
migrants, Haitian-Ameri- 
cans and Puerto Ricans 
had filed suit in Miami 
and they are dropping 
most of their claims 
“This settlement repre¬ 
sents a historic milestone 
for voting rights in Flori¬ 
da,” said Advancement 


Project Co-Director Ju¬ 
dith Browne Dianis. “It will 
ensure that naturalized 
citizens, the majority of 
whom are Latino, black 
and Asian, have the 
same opportunities as all 
Americans to participate 
in our political process 
and exercise the most 
fundamental right in our 
democracy — the right 
to vote.” 

Under the agreement, 
the state will instruct 
elections supervisors to 
contact the remaining 
2,400 voters who’d come 
under scrutiny and tell 
them they’re still eligible 
to cast ballots. 

Some eligible voters had 
been removed from 
voter rolls because they 


didn’t respond to certi¬ 
fied mail after the state 
originally distributed the 
list of potential non-citi¬ 
zens to elections supervi¬ 
sors. The list has become 
the subject of several 
lawsuits, including one 
by the U.S. Department 
of Justice. 

Scott, who was elected 
in 2010, initiated a push 
last year to have Florida 
election officials look for 
non-U.S. citizens on the 
voter rolls. That resulted 
in the state comparing 
driver’s license informa¬ 
tion with voter registra¬ 
tion data to come up 
with more than 180,000 
people suspected of be¬ 
ing ineligible to vote. 
Then in April, the state 


distributed to county 
election supervisors a 
smaller list of more than 
2,600 names that state 
officials said had been 
reviewed further. The su¬ 
pervisors have final say 
over whether to remove 
a voter from the rolls. 
Many county election of¬ 
ficials, however, began 
raising questions about 
the accuracy of the list 
when more than 500 
voters turned out to be 
citizens. Most supervisors 
halted any further work 
on the state list. 

The state subsequently 
reached an agreement 
with the federal govern¬ 
ment to check the list 
against an immigration 
database. □ 
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Dutch prime minister and Liberal Party leader Mark Rutte 
addresses supporters after exit poll results for the parliamentary 
elections were announced in The Hague, Netherlands, 
Wednesday Sept. 12, 2012. 


Victory 

Continued from front 

“Then I’m going to get to 
work with you to help the 
Netherlands emerge from 
this crisis,” he said, refer¬ 
ring to Europe’s debt crisis, 
which has left the Dutch 
economy in the doldrums. 
The result sets the stage for 
the VVD and Labor — both 
pro-Europe parties — to 
forge a two-party ruling co¬ 
alition with Rutte returning 
for a second term as prime 
minister. 

Formal coalition talks can't 
start until official results are 
verified on Monday and 
the new parliament is seat¬ 
ed, next week at the earli¬ 
est. Rutte said he wouldn’t 
comment on possible coali¬ 
tions for the time being. 

Both top parties booked 
gains far greater than polls 
before Wednesday's elec¬ 
tion had predicted, as vot¬ 
ers strayed from smaller 
parties to support the two 
front runners. 

Labor leader Samsom, who 
shot to prominence in the 
past month due to strong 
performances in televised 
debates, was jubilant. 

He told supporters in Am¬ 
sterdam that Labor was will¬ 
ing to help form a govern¬ 
ment “as long as the result 
from tonight is translated 
into the plans of a new 
Cabinet.” But Rutte also 
called the vote an endorse¬ 
ment of his previous gov¬ 
ernment’s right-wing poli¬ 
cies and austerity platform, 
while Samsom ran on a 
platform of change. 

“This is a strong boost for 
the agenda that we have 
laid out for the Netherlands, 
to go on with our policy 
in this splendid country,” 
Rutte said. The election was 
cast as a virtual referen¬ 
dum on Europe amid the 


continent's crippling debt 
crisis, but the result was a 
stark rejection of the most 
radical critic of the EU, 
anti-Islam firebrand Geert 
Wilders, whose Freedom 
Party was forecast to lose 
8 seats, dropping to 16. 
Wilders' calls to ditch the 
euro may have been too 
radical for voters, or he 
may have lost support for 
walking out of talks with 
Rutte in April to hammer 
out an austerity package 
to rein in the Dutch budget 
deficit. “The voter has spo¬ 
ken,” an emotional Wilders 
told supporters in a Hague 
cafe. The Socialist Party, 
which briefly led in polls on 
its anti-austerity platform, 
wound up unchanged at 
15 seats. 

Swedish Foreign Minister 
Carl Bildt welcomed the 
result. “Looks as if populist 
anti-Europeans are losing 
big time in Dutch election. 
Distinctly good news," Bildt 
tweeted. The VVD’s cam¬ 
paign manager, lawmaker 
Stef Blok, did not want to 
speculate about coalition 
talks, but said the result 


“shows the VVD has an un¬ 
believable amount of sup¬ 
port." 

Ronald Plasterk of Labor 
said voters responded to 
his party's more compas¬ 
sionate social policies. 

“It's an honest platform,” 
he said. “On the one hand 
we're for a strong euro, for 
solid government finances, 
but also for a real social 
policy and welfare net.” 
The result was a victory for 
pro-European forces in the 
Netherlands, a founding 
member of the EU whose 
export-driven economy 
has benefited from the 
bloc’s open market. 
Whatever form the 
new government takes, 
it is not likely to derail the 
current Franco-German 
compromise approach to 
solving Europe’s sovereign 
debt crisis. 

Both the VVD and Labor 
endorse cost-cutting for 
most governments to keep 
them within European bud¬ 
get deficit rules. But they 
also support exceptions or 
even bailouts for fiscally 
stressed countries such as 


Greece, Spain and Italy — 
as long as they adhere to 
externally mandated cost¬ 
cutting targets and labor 
market reforms. 

While critical of a strict 
austerity-only solution to 
the debt crisis, the parties 


Associated Press 

can work together. Labor 
backed Rutte at crucial 
moments in the past year 
to approve bailout funds 
and endorse European-lev¬ 
el solutions to prevent the 
debt crisis from spinning out 
of control. □ 
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Methanol kills 19, injures 24 in central Europe 



In this Dec. 31, 2004 file photo shows people slamming shots of Vodka to celebrate during a 
New Years party in a bar in downtown Prague, Czech Republic. 

Associated Press 


KAREL JANICEK 
Associated Press 
PRAGUE, Czech Republic 
(AP) — ) — At least 19 peo¬ 
ple are dead and 24 others 
hospitalized. Some of them 
have been blinded, while 
others have been induced 
into comas in the hope that 
doctors can save them. 

All had drunk cheap vodka 
and rum laced with metha¬ 
nol, a toxic substance used 
to stretch alcohol on the 
black market and guaran¬ 
tee high profits for manu¬ 
facturers. 

The Czech Republic an¬ 
nounced emergency mea¬ 
sures Wednesday as the 
death toll from the metha¬ 
nol poisoning mounted, in¬ 
cluding two women aged 
28 and 21. 

Kiosks and markets were 
banned from selling spirits 
with more than 30 percent 
alcohol content and police 
raided outlets nationwide. 
At 410 sites, they found 70 
cases of illegal alcohol. 
Prime Minister Petr Necas 
called on all Czechs to re¬ 
frain from drinking “any 
alcohol whose origin is un¬ 
certain" but authorities still 
feared the death toll will 
rise further. 

Little is officially known 
about the culprits other 


than that they work in 
the country's depressed 
northeast, a former 
heartland of industry un¬ 
der communism. 

The Moravian-Silesian re¬ 
gion near the border with 
Poland has unemploy¬ 
ment about 50 percent 
higher than the national 
average of 8.3 percent. 
Of the 16 confirmed 
dead in the Czech Re¬ 
public, eight lived in the 
region; two others died in 


neighboring Poland and 
one more in Slovakia. 
Senior police official Va¬ 
clav Kucera said all the 
poisoning cases so far 
are likely connected and 
two suspects have been 
arrested — one in the 
eastern city of Zlin and 
another in the northeast¬ 
ern city of Havirov. The 
first two fatalities were 
announced Sept. 6 in Ha¬ 
virov. 

Methanol is mainly used 


for industrial purposes but 
unscrupulous criminal 
networks sometimes mis¬ 
use it to illegally produce 
cheap liquor because it's 
cheap and impossible 
to distinguish from real 
drinking alcohol. 

Igor Dvoracek, a doc¬ 
tor in the eastern city of 
Ostrava, said autopsies 
might be done on about 
150 people who have 
died in recent weeks to 
see if they were also vic¬ 


tims. 

The Czech Republic is 
world-renowned for its 
high-quality pilsner beer 
and burgeoning wine in¬ 
dustry and is the world’s 
biggest consumer of beer 
per capita. 

In 2011, 65 million liters of 
spirits were drunk in a na¬ 
tion of just over 10 million 
people. 

But the methanol scandal 
has shone an uncomfort¬ 
able light on the darker 
side of the alcohol indus¬ 
try — and the way some 
are struggling to deal with 
a recession that has blight¬ 
ed parts of the country far 
away from the wealthy 
tourist magnet of Prague. 
The export-dependent 
Czech economy has been 
contracting since the third 
quarter of 2011 and only 
the biggest optimists see 
a tepid return to growth 
of less than one percent in 
2013. 

“People with the lowest in¬ 
come are looking for the 
cheapest alcohol and are 
ready to accept unknown 
origins," said Vladimir Stein¬ 
er, executive director of a 
union of spirits producers. 
He estimated that 20 per¬ 
cent of all the liquor in res¬ 
taurants across the country 
is likely made on the black 
market. 

Last year in India, a huge 
outbreak of methanol poi¬ 
soning killed 170 people. 
Despite the current trag¬ 
edy, such outbreaks have 
been rare in Europe. In Ser¬ 
bia, 43 people died in 1998 
from illegally-made plum 
brandy and a man was 
sentenced to 12 years in 
jail.Q 
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Russian PM calls for Pussy Riot to be freed 


LYNN BERRY 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
Prime Minister Dmitry Med¬ 
vedev on Wednesday 
called for three members 
of the punk band Pussy Riot 
to be freed, a sign that the 
women’s release could be 
imminent since their case 
comes up for appeal on 
Oct. 1. 

The band members were 
arrested for performing a 
raucous prayer inside Mos¬ 
cow’s main cathedral ask¬ 
ing Virgin Mary to save Rus¬ 
sia from Vladimir Putin as he 
headed into the election 
that handed him a third 
term as president. 

They had already spent 
more than five months in jail 
when they were convicted 
in August of “hooliganism 
driven by religious hatred” 
and sentenced to two years 
in prison. 

By being the one to call 


for the women’s release, 
Medvedev, who has cul¬ 
tivated the image of a 
more liberal leader, could 
allow Putin to put the un¬ 
comfortable case behind 
him while not appearing 
weak. The outward ap¬ 
pearance of the women, 
who perform in bright-col¬ 
ored miniskirts and bala¬ 
clavas, and the “hyste¬ 
ria” accompanying them 
made him sick, Medvedev 
said with disdain. But he 
said keeping them in pris¬ 
on any longer would be 
“unproductive.” 

“In my view, a suspended 
sentence would be suf¬ 
ficient, taking into ac¬ 
count the time they have 
already spent in custody,” 
he said during a televised 
meeting with members of 
his United Russia party in 
the city of Penza. 

The band members' impris¬ 
onment has come to sym¬ 


bolize Putin's intensifying 
crackdown on dissent after 
his return to the presidency. 
Their cause has been taken 
up by celebrities and musi¬ 
cians, including Madonna 
and Paul McCartney, and 
protests have been held 
around the world. 

Ahead of the court rul¬ 
ing, Putin said the women 
should not be judged too 
harshly, creating expecta¬ 
tions that they could be 
sentenced to time served 
and freed in the court¬ 
room. But this would have 
left the impression that Pu¬ 
tin had bowed to pressure, 
something he has resisted 
throughout his 12 years in 
power. 

Putin also was perhaps un¬ 
willing to risk disappointing 
his conservative supporters, 
who saw the punk perfor¬ 
mance as an attack on the 
Russian Orthodox Church. 


The court verdict, however, 
drew strong criticism even 
from some Kremlin loyalists. 
Former Finance Minister 
Alexei Kudrin, who remains 
close to Putin, said it had 
dealt “yet another blow to 
the court system and citi¬ 
zens’ trust in it.” The head 
of a presidential advisory 
council on human rights 
voiced hope that the pris¬ 
on sentence would be re¬ 
pealed or at least softened. 
The night before Medve¬ 
dev spoke, state television 
aired a program denounc¬ 
ing Pussy Riot, as if to rein¬ 
force the message that the 
Kremlin still considers them 
despicable. 

The program included 
the claim that the feminist 
band was financed by Boris 
Berezovsky, a tycoon who 
has lived in Britain since 
2001 after a falling out with 
Putin and often serves as a 
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Russian Prime Minister 
Dmitry Medvedev speaks at 
his meeting with activists of 
the United Russia party in the 
city of Penza, some370 miles 
southeast of Moscow, on 
Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2012. 
The sign in the background 
reads The United Russia. 

Associated Press 

Kremlin boogeyman. Ber¬ 
ezovsky said Wednesday 
that he had nothing to do 
with the group, although 
he was “truly delighted by 
the actions and courage of 
the girls.”□ 


Indian capital to ban 
use of all plastic bags 


NEW DELHI (AP) — The gov¬ 
ernment of India’s capital is 
hoping that a strict ban on 
plastic bags will help the en¬ 
vironment. 

An engineer with Delhi’s 
government says that start¬ 
ing next week, the manu¬ 
facture and sale of all types 
of plastic sheets and bags 
will be banned in the city, 
citing their environmental 
dangers. 

B.M.S Reddy said Wednes¬ 
day that the ban will include 
shopping bags, garbage 
bags and all kinds of plastic 


film and storage packets. 
Only plastic bags required 
for medical waste will be 
exempt. 

In 2009, 

Delhi banned the use of 
plastic shopping bags, 
but authorities have had 
little success enforcing the 
ban. 

Plastic bags also pose a 
risk to the thousands of 
cows that roam the city 
and end up swallowing 
them while foraging for 
food in Delhi's open gar¬ 
bage dumps.Q 



FAMILY OWNED SINCE 

Four Course Dinner 


Firct Court* TUrt CfcifM 

d Casserole ftoail Tcndirlwri Medrci 

t a la Crt.r* Slijf f*d Oiichfcn Prgwifsct 

§ou*an§er* Salad filled h Atatfai lion 

U ^4 Slut fed Snopptf 

Qnkl ®t TWD Soup* CacuntfT Shrimp Tempura 
Fourth Coin 
Chtttiltfl Mjkhtc 
Ice Crtm 

Flu* Service nM 

Can- ntff b* corri-irrfd w ilh other flf £erj 




LG. Smith BUd. 160 

Sun PIrJJi Mall 

Reservations; (297} 583-8899 
Open; Tutsdiy ■ Sunday 
Routs; >30 pm - 10:30 pm 
Sunday Brunch: U;w am - 3:00 pm 


































Thursday, September 13, 2012 


11 WORLD NEWS 



Japan PM hints at nuclear-free energy policy 


Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda glances at Democratic 
Party presidential candidates during a debate at the Japan Na¬ 
tional Press Club in Tokyo Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2012. 

Associated Press 


MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s 
prime minister hinted 
Wednesday that the gov¬ 
ernment will announce a 
gradual abandonment of 
nuclear power when it is¬ 
sues a new energy policy 
this week. 

News reports said the Cabi¬ 
net has already agreed to 
the new policy. 

Yoshihiko Noda said dur¬ 
ing a debate among party 
leadership candidates that 
he understands that most 
Japanese support a nu¬ 
clear-free country. He also 
said he would take into ac¬ 
count his ruling party's rec¬ 
ommendation last week 
that Japan's dependen¬ 
cy on nuclear energy be 
phased out by the 2030s. 
“There could be different 
views about how we can 
achieve that goal, and by 
factoring those into consid¬ 
eration our party last week 
proposed we should aim 
for a nuclear-free society. 
I must take this seriously,” 
Noda said during the de¬ 
bate. 


He said the new policy, ex¬ 
pected by end of the week, 
would be a major shift from 
Japan's decades-long ad¬ 
vocacy of nuclear power. 
Japanese media reported 
Wednesday that Noda and 
key Cabinet ministers have 
agreed that the new en¬ 
ergy policy will include an 
abandonment of nuclear 
power by the 2030s, mainly 
by retiring aging reactors 
and not replacing them. 


Based on the party propos¬ 
al, the new policy would 
include a 40-year cap on 
reactor lifespans, no con¬ 
struction of new nuclear 
reactors, and strict safety 
checks before any reactors 
are restarted. It also says 
Japan should make great¬ 
er use of renewable ener¬ 


gy and undertake greater 
conservation efforts, such 
as using smart grids. 

Japan has been discussing 
revisions to its energy policy 
in the wake of last year's 
disaster at the Fukushima 
Dai-ichi nuclear power 
plant set off by a massive 
earthquake and tsunami. 
Before the accident, re- 
source-poor Japan relied 
on nuclear power for one- 
third of its energy needs 
and planned to raise that 
to 50 percent by 2030. 

The crisis fueled doubts 
about nuclear safety and 
caused a loss of public trust 
in the government and nu¬ 
clear industry. 

The growing anti-nuclear 
sentiment, including regu¬ 
lar mass protests, made 
it difficult for the govern¬ 
ment and plant operators 
to restart reactors idled for 
inspections, and by early 
May all 50 Japanese reac¬ 
tors had gone offline. 

Noda allowed two to re¬ 


start in July to avoid power 
shortages during the hot 
summer months. Noda at 
that time stressed that the 
startup was crucial for Ja¬ 
pan's economy and ener¬ 
gy needs. 

Noda’s government has 
faced strong resistance to 
changes in the nuclear pol¬ 
icy from business leaders 
and utility operators who 
are concerned about high 
energy costs. Towns hosting 
the 50 reactors — usually 
poor, remote fishing villag¬ 
es hungry for subsidies — 
also have complained of a 
loss of income and jobs. 
Aomori prefecture in north¬ 
ern Japan, which has 
served as a nuclear waste 
processing hub, has threat¬ 
ened to return spent fuel to 
nuclear plants across the 
country. Noda said officials 
are continuing efforts to 
gain the prefecture's un¬ 
derstanding of the need 
to change the energy 
policy .□ 


Barcelona rally for Catalonia 
draws 1.5M marchers 
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Demonstrators march during a protest rally in Barcelona, Spain, Tuesday, Sept. 11,2012. Thousands 
of people demonstrated in Barcelona on Tuesday demanding independence for Catalonia, on the 
Catalan region’s ‘National Day”. 

Associated Press 


ALAN CLENDENNING 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — Police in 
Barcelona say a march for 
the Catalonia region’s “Na¬ 
tional Day” drew 1.5 million 
marchers — just below the 
1.6 million population of 
Spain’s second-largest city. 
A Catalonia regional police 
official who spoke Wednes¬ 
day on condition of ano¬ 


nymity because of depart¬ 
ment policy says many 
demonstrators bussed to 
Barcelona for Tuesday's 
march. 

Many Catalans claim they 
pay more than their fair 
share in taxes to the federal 
government, and many 
protesters demanded 
greater Catalan autonomy 
or outright independence. 


Catalonia has said it will ask 
Madrid for money from a 
bailout fund. The region’s 
politicians insist Catalo¬ 
nia wouldn’t be hurting as 
much if tax revenue was 
distributed equitably — a 
long-standing demand. 
National Day marks the 
defeat of Catalan forces 
during the War of Spanish 
Succession. □ 
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Lawyer: Jailed U.S. man to be released in Nicaragua 



In this Aug. 20, 2012 file photo, U.S citizen Jason Puracal, left, attends his appeals hearing in 
handcuffs in Granada, Nicaragua. 

Associated Press 


ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON 
LUIS MANUEL GALEANO 
Associated Press 
MANAGUA, Nicaragua 
(AP) — A U.S. citizen jailed 
for nearly two years on 
money-laundering and 
drug charges in Nicara¬ 
gua will be freed after a 
court unanimously upheld 
his appeal, his lawyer said 
Wednesday. 

Attorney Fabbrith Gomez 
said the appeals court va¬ 
cated the charges against 
Jason Puracal, 35, of Ta¬ 
coma, Washington, and 
ordered him released im¬ 
mediately. 

“We are happy, everyone 
that worked for this is hap¬ 
py,” he said. 

Gomez said it could be 
a matter of hours or days 
before the American who 
worked as a real estate 
agent in Nicaragua is re¬ 
leased from the prison right 
outside Managua, the 
capital. 

He said the three-judge 
panel also ordered the re¬ 
lease of the other defen¬ 
dants in the case. 

The court was supposed to 
have announced its ruling 
by Sept. 4, according to Ni¬ 
caraguan law, but Gomez 
said he wasn’t notified until 
Wednesday. 

Eric Volz, managing direc¬ 
tor for the Los Angeles- 
based David House Agen¬ 
cy that helped Puracal file 


petitions and publicize the 
case, said the order for 
his release had not been 
handed over to the prison. 
“The family is thrilled to hear 
the news that they are an¬ 
other huge step closer to 
bringing Jason home," Volz 
said in an emailed state¬ 
ment. “There is one thing 
we have known all along 
over the past two years: 
Jason is innocent. The an¬ 
nulment of the oral and 
public trial is testament to 
this fact.” 

Details of the decision to 
free Puracal were not im¬ 
mediately available. There 
was no immediate confir¬ 
mation from court officials. 
Gomez had argued to the 
appeals court that Pura- 
cal’s home sales were le¬ 
gitimate business deals 
and were not related in 
any way to drug traffickers. 
The University of Wash¬ 
ington graduate made 
the Pacific coast surfing 
town of San Juan del Sur 
his home after a two-year 
stint in Nicaragua with the 
Peace Corps. He married 
a Nicaraguan woman and 
they had a son with Down 
syndrome in March 2007. 
Puracal was featured in 
a 2007 episode of HGTV’s 
“House Hunters Interna¬ 
tional” showing beachfront 
homes to Americans. The 
same year he got a Re/ 
Max real estate franchise 


with three other Americans 
living in Nicaragua. 

On Nov. 11, 2010, masked 
policeman carrying AK-47 
assault rifles raided his real 
estate office and took him 
to Nicaragua’s maximum- 
security prison. Prosecutors 
charged that Puracal was 
using his business as a front 
for money laundering in a 
region used to transport 
cocaine from Colombia to 
the United States. 

He was convicted in Au¬ 
gust 2011 of all charges 
and later sentenced to 22 
years in prison. 


Puracal’s family and friends 
and human rights groups 
maintained the charges 
were false. Seeing the case 
marred with inconsisten¬ 
cies, U.S. lawmakers sup¬ 
ported Puracal by sending 
letters to Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton and 
Nicaraguan President Dan¬ 
iel Ortega asking to inter¬ 
vene. 

Defense attorneys com¬ 
plained the judge who 
convicted Puracal and 10 
other defendants was not 
fully certified with Nicara¬ 
gua’s Supreme Court and 


had just been appointed. 
Gomez also said that if au¬ 
thorities had been build¬ 
ing a strong case against 
Puracal years before his 
arrest, as they claimed, he 
wouldn’t have obtained his 
residency from the Nicara¬ 
guan government days be¬ 
fore the arrest. 

The U.N. Working Group 
on Arbitrary Detention had 
ruled that Puracal should 
have been freed because 
he had not received a fair 
trial and was arrested ille¬ 
gally in a raid conducted 
without a warrant. □ 


Greece faces more anti¬ 
austerity strikes, protests 



Greek municipal workers protest against the new austerity 
measures outside the Ministry of Finance, in central Athens, on 
Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2012. 

Associated Press 


NICHOLAS PAPHITIS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — A 

fresh wave of anti-aus¬ 
terity strikes hit Greece 
Wednesday as the leaders 
of the governing coalition 
struggled to finalize further 
spending cuts for the com¬ 
ing two years without which 
the country will lose its vital 
rescue loans. 

State hospital doctors, 
school teachers and lo¬ 
cal authority employees 
walked off the job Wednes¬ 
day to protest planned sal¬ 
ary and funding cuts under 
a new €11.5 billion ($14.7 


billion) austerity package. 
The three unions held a 
peaceful march to the Fi¬ 
nance Ministry in central 
Athens carrying banners 
reading “No to the finan¬ 
cial collapse of local au¬ 
thorities" and “We will not 
pay for the crisis, we did 
not create it.” Among the 
3,000-strong crowd were 
several mayors, including 
the capital’s Giorgos Kami- 
nis. 

Later Wednesday, about 
1,500 retired and serving 
military officers, with many 
in uniform, marched in pro¬ 
test to the Finance Ministry. 


Debt-crippled Greece has 
depended since May 2010 
on international rescue 
loans, granted by its Euro¬ 
pean partners and the In¬ 
ternational Monetary Fund, 
in return for a deeply un¬ 
popular austerity program. 
In addition to the previous 
cutbacks, 

Athens must now decide 
how to cut a further €11.5 
billion as demanded by the 
country’s creditors. Con¬ 
servative Prime Minister 
Antonis Samaras is fighting 
an uphill struggle on two 
fronts. As well as getting the 
support of his center-left 


coalition partners, he has 
to get the approval of debt 
inspectors from the EU, IMF 
and European Central 
Bank, the so-called troika. 
So far. Samaras hasn’t man¬ 
aged to get his coalition 
partners to sign off on the 


proposed measures. Sama¬ 
ras will hold a new meet¬ 
ing with the heads of the 
Socialist PASOK and Dem¬ 
ocratic Left parties on 
Wednesday evening. 
Greek stocks posted strong 
gains on Wednesday. Q 
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UK museum revives first-ever film shot in color 


RAPHAEL G. SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) —The ear¬ 
liest movies known to be 
shot in color have been 
revived by film archivists, 
who on Wednesday 
gave an audience at 
London's Science Mu¬ 
seum a glimpse at cin¬ 
ema’s first attempts to 
show us the world as we 
see it. 

The obscure film seg¬ 
ments were long consid¬ 
ered failed prototypes, 
blurry flickers of color 
seen by no more than 
a handful of people be¬ 
fore being consigned to 
an archive. 

But the National Media 
Museum in the northern 
England city of Brad¬ 
ford said digitization 
had effectively rescued 
the footage, unlocking 
remarkably modern¬ 
looking images created 
more than a century 
ago. 

The scenes, screened 
at the Science Museum, 
ranged from roughly 5 to 
40 seconds and showed 
a parrot, a London street 
scene, and three smiling 
children sitting around 
a table covered with a 
burgundy cloth batting 
at a goldfish bowl with 
large sunflowers. 

“No one really has seen it 
until more or less today,’’ 
said Michael Harvey, the 
Media Museum’s cura¬ 
tor of cinematography. 
“Look at the age of it. 
Here you’ve actually got 
color film from the early 
Edwardian period.” 

He said he hoped the 
movies would change 
people’s perceptions of 
“what was possible back 
then.” 

The film is slightly jerky 
but of decent quality. 
With the exception of 
the kids’ frilly turn-of- 
the-century clothes and 
some mild discoloration, 
the sun-drenched clip of 
children playing might 
have been something 
shot by a baby boomer 
in his or her back yard 
with a 1970s Minolta 
camera. 

Experts have dated the 
movie segments back 
to 1901 or 1902, when 



In this undated photo released by Britain’s National Media Museum, Michael Harvey, curator of 
cinematography at the National Media Museum, Bradford, is depicted with a colour projector, as 
some of the earliest colour moving pictures ever made have been rediscovered after more than 
100 years. 



In this image released by Britain's National Media Museum 
on Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2012, Alfred Raymond Turner, Agnes 
May Turner and Wilfred Sidney Turner, circa 1902, are depicted 
amongst the earliest color moving pictures ever made, which 
have been rediscovered after more than 100 years. 


negatives through red, 
green and blue filters 
alternating in rapid suc¬ 
cession. The idea was to 
project three differently 
filtered frames at a time 
on to a screen to create 
the illusion of a single, 
colorful movie. 

In theory, anyway. 

In practice the timing of 
the filters and distance 
from the screen had to 
be perfectly calibrated 
or the movie became “a 
horrible mess,” accord¬ 
ing to Bryony Dixon, the 
curator of silent film at 
the British Film Institute’s 
National Archive. 

Turner never quite got 
the hang of the process. 


and when he died of a 
heart attack in 1903 his 
footage was passed on 
to American film entre¬ 
preneur, Charles Urban, 
who partnered with 
film pioneer George Al¬ 
bert Smith to develop 
a modified (and much 
more successful) system, 
dubbed Kinemacolor, in 
1906. 

Harvey said that Urban 
donated Turner’s foot¬ 
age to the London Sci¬ 
ence Museum in 1937, 
where it stayed until 
about four years ago, 
when it was sent to the 
National Media Muse¬ 
um. 

Experts digitized the foot¬ 
age, finally allowing it to 
be shown. 

Dixon noted that earlier 
films had been colored 
artificially — sometimes 
by painting right onto 
the black-and-white film 
— but said that the mov¬ 
ies displayed Wednes¬ 
day were “the first natu¬ 
ral working color film in 
the world." 

Film historian Mark Cous¬ 
ins said in an email that 
he was excited not 
by the technology or 
what he described as 
the “firstism issue,” but 
by what he said might 
be called “the drive to 
beauty in the early in¬ 
ventors of cinema.” 
“They saw from the start 
that cinema could make 
you gasp at the beauty 
of a fish or a sunflower," 
he said.Q 


cinema was still in its in¬ 
fancy and inventors on 
both sides of the Atlan¬ 
tic were racing to pro¬ 
duce ever-more realistic 
films. American inventor 
Thomas Edison led the 
way with peep-show-like 
Kinetoscope; the Lumi- 
ere brothers had wowed 
French audiences with 
moving images project¬ 
ed onto screens in 1895. 

The next challenge was 
to shoot a film in color. 

That was no mean feat. 

Working in London, in¬ 
ventor-photographer 
Edward Turner devised 

a complex, three-color |n thjs j mage released by Britain’s National Media Museum on Wednesday, Sept. 12,2012, a scarlet 
process which would Macaw on a perch, circa 1902, is depicted amongst the earliest colour moving pictures ever made, 
shoot black-and-white which have been rediscovered after more than 100 years. 



Associated Press 
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Rock throwing erupts at Venezuela campaign event 



A supporter of opposition presidential candidate Henrique Capriles hurls stones at supporters of 
Venezuela's President Hugo Chavez, not seen, who were hurling stones back, before an opposition 
campaign event started at the International airport in Puerto Cabello, Venezuela, Wednesday, 
Sept. 12, 2012. 

Associated Press 


LUIS ANDRES HENAO 
Associated Press 
PUERTO CABELLO, Venezue¬ 
la (AP) — Violence erupted 
at an opposition campaign 
event Wednesday as sup¬ 
porters of Venezuelan Presi¬ 
dent Hugo Chavez blocked 
a road and a campaign 
truck was torched. Both 
sides hurled rocks, and po¬ 
lice said at least 14 people 
were hurt. 

A large crowd of Chavez 
supporters in red shirts 
blocked a main road near 
the airport in the coastal 
town of Puerto Cabello 
before a visit by opposi¬ 
tion candidate Henrique 
Capriles. A truck used by 
Capriles’ campaign was set 
ablaze, and a motorcycle 
was also torched. 

Capriles had been sched¬ 
uled to visit an area that 
has traditionally leaned 
pro-Chavez, and opposi¬ 
tion supporters were seen 
running to take cover dur¬ 
ing the violence. 

At least 14 people suffered 
cuts and other minor inju¬ 
ries, police in Carabobo 
state said. 

After the violence, Capriles 
spoke at an outdoor rally in 
the town, blaming Chavez 
and small “radical groups.” 
“Those actions aren't spon¬ 
taneous. There’s someone 
responsible for those ac¬ 
tions,” Capriles told the 
crowd. Addressing Chavez 


without mentioning the 
president's name, Capriles 
said: “It’s you who wants 
that scenario. It’s you who 
wants to sow fear.” 

“We know that he who turns 
to violence, it's that he's 
afraid of the other's ideas," 
Capriles added. “We're 
tired of violence.” 

His supporters chanted, 
“We aren’t afraid!” Capriles 
had been on his way to 
the event when the clash¬ 
es erupted, and to bypass 
the blocked road he trav¬ 
eled by helicopter to a 


spot where fishermen took 
him by a motorboat to the 
area. Chavez has recently 
said his rival has a hidden 
agenda to impose right- 
wing measures “that would 
lead Venezuela to a civil 
war.” But Chavez has de¬ 
nied intending that as a 
threat or trying to promote 
violence in any way. 

During the melee, some of 
the red-shirted government 
supporters went into the 
airport compound and car¬ 
ried away speakers and a 
generator. 


A station wagon filled with 
Capriles’ campaign fliers 
also was trashed as people 
broke the windows, ripped 
out the headlights and be¬ 
gan to pull out parts from 
under the hood. The cam¬ 
paign fliers were scattered 
on the ground. 

Chavez backers also 
walked away with car parts 
and audio equipment tak¬ 
en from other cars of the 
Capriles campaign. 

At one point, Chavez sup¬ 
porters surrounded a news 
photographer at the air¬ 


port, tore his camera from 
him and chased after him 
throwing stones. A Capriles 
supporter, meanwhile, 

threatened another pho¬ 
tographer with a large stick 
as he took pictures near the 
runway. 

Carabobo state Gov. Hen¬ 
rique Salas Feo, a Chavez 
opponent, condemned 
the violence on television 
saying, “The country needs 
peace.” National Guard 
troops arrived at the airport 
afterward. 

Tensions have sporadically 
unleashed violent clashes 
and scuffles between sup¬ 
porters of the two candi¬ 
dates ahead of the Oct. 7 
presidential vote, in which 
Chavez is seeking another 
six-year term. 

National Electoral Coun¬ 
cil president Tibisay Luce- 
na condemned the vio¬ 
lence, saying it appeared 
to have been provoked 
by a group of people. She 
didn’t lay blame on ei¬ 
ther political camp.Jorge 
Rodriguez,Chavez's cam¬ 
paign manager, blamed 
government opponents 
and said the Carabobo 
police, which are under 
Salas’ command,attacked 
Chavez’s partisans. 
Rodriguez said government 
supporters “have a right to 
protest and demonstrate 
freely” against Capriles’ 
visit.□ 


Official: 3 leads in grisly Alps killings 



A view of the trailer where the slain British family were holidaying 
in a camp site of Saint Jorioz, near Annecy, French Alps, Friday, 
Sept. 7, 2012. 

Associated Press 


JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press 
ANNECY, France (AP) — 
Investigators are pursuing 
three leads in the killings of 
a British-lraqi couple and 
two other people in the 
French Alps, but there are 
no suspects yet, a prosecu¬ 
tor said Wednesday. The 
leads include an alleged 
family financial dispute. 
Meanwhile, relatives of the 
dead couple called for 
the those responsible to be 
brought quickly to justice, 
saying they are “heartbro¬ 
ken" by the tragedy. 

Saad Al-Hilli, his wife Iqbal, 
and an elderly woman 
were shot dead inside a car 
in a remote area of south¬ 
east France, while a French 
cyclist riding nearby also 


was killed. The couple's 
7-year-old daughter sur¬ 
vived but was badly hurt, 
while her 4-year-old sister 
was unharmed. 

All four people killed suf¬ 
fered two bullets to 
the head among other 
wounds. The bodies were 
discovered by a British cy¬ 
clist passing by who alerted 
police. Prosecutor Eric Mail- 
laud said at a news confer¬ 
ence that the 7-year-old 
daughter is a “key witness” 
but likely won't unravel the 
case. She's still recovering 
from wounds and hasn’t 
been questioned. “It’s 
not on the words of a little 
7-year-old that we can rest 
(this case),” Maillaud said. 
The grisly murders and the 
enigma surrounding the 


case has gripped Britain, 
where the couple lived, as 
well as France. 

Aside from the purported 
family dispute, possible links 
to Saad Al-Hilli's profession 
as an engineer and the 
couple’s roots in Iraq are 
the other leads. 

“At this point we don’t 
have a suspect, but there 
are leads,” the prosecutor 
said. “In this extremely dif¬ 
ficult investigation, there 
are three possible leads. 
Establishing which one is 
the most important is more 
complicated.” 

He said the three leads in¬ 
volve the alleged conflict 
between Saad Al-Hilli and 
his brother over an inheri¬ 
tance, though the brother 
in England denies any dis¬ 


pute; the professional lead 
of the victim's work as a sat¬ 
ellite communications en¬ 
gineer; and the geographi¬ 
cal lead of Iraq, where the 
couple have roots. 


“These are three areas that 
are evident,” Maillaud said. 
Maillaud also scolded jour¬ 
nalists for reporting leaked 
information, saying they 
misquoted him. Q 
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Loyal Venezuelan couple Jorge 
by ATA at the La Cabana 



Recently the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority had the great 
pleasure of honoring a very 
nice couple, whom are 
loyal and friendly visitors of 
Aruba, at the La Cabana 
Beach Resort as Distin¬ 
guished Visitors. The symbol¬ 
ic honorary title is presented 
in the name of the Minister 


of Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for 10 to 19 con¬ 
secutive years. The honor- 
ees are Mr. Jorge and Mrs. 
Evelyn Gonzalez from Ma¬ 
racaibo Venezuela. Jorge 
and Evelyn love the Island 
very much, because of 
the friendly people, the cli¬ 


mate, beaches, restaurants 
and the personal attention 
that they get from the Aru¬ 
ban People. The certificate 
was presented by Mr. Ernest 
Giel representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority together 
with Ms. Diahaira Vrolijk rep¬ 
resenting the La Cabana 
Beach Resort. □ 
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The only luggage she 
has is her pride 

By: Roland W. Peterson 


Every day she would ask: 

"Heard anything today"? 

She also wanted to know 

Her concern is shared by us all 
Every day she continues to work 

Now the morning arrives 
Her face is sad 
She also heard the news 
that she did not want to hear 

She knows that there is no 
income any more 
She understands that she 
has to go home (no job) 

There are three mouths to feed 

There is no borrowing either 

She continues to work just as hard though 

The afternoon comes that she has to 
say goodbye 

She gives me a strong hand 
and with pride a big "abrazo" 

Thank you she said 

I do not know what to say 

In my throat there is a lump 

My eyes fill with tears 

With the air between my lips 

and teeth I also utter "thank you" 

Now I see her walking home 
Her back is bent a little from 
the hard work 

Her hands are covered with calluses 
The only luggage she has is her pride 
She raises her head and waves goodbye. 
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GRAND VICTORIA™?..™- 


SPECIALIZE IN CHINESE AND INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 


Located at the Palm Beach #164 near the traffic light* opposite 
the high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. We have 
the best prices on all of our cuisines. Call: S86-4481 



Has everything that you need lor a good 
vacation. Wo have a wide variety or liquors 
and wine, beach items and much mere. 


# UNICASA 
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Palm Riuch tfIXJ * Tel: |2eT) 58C-354Q 
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Goup of loyal Visitors honored by ATA 
at the Marriott Vacation Club 



Recently the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority had the great 
pleasure of honoring a 
group of loyal and friend¬ 
ly visitors of Aruba, at the 
Aruba Marriott Ocean Va¬ 
cation Club, Distinguished 
Visitors and Ambassadors 
of Goodwill. The symbolic 
honorary title is presented 
in the name of the Minister 
of Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for 10 to 19 and 
20 or more consecutive 
years. All of the honorees 
are loyal members of the 
Marriott Ocean Vacation 
Club. 

The honorees are Mr. Rob¬ 
ert and Mrs. Janice Amato 
from Johnston Rhode Is¬ 
land, Mr. John and Mrs. 
Anna Bosworth from Derry 
NH as Distinguished Visitors 
and Mr. Julio Cesar and 
Mrs. Benandina Dubis from 
Valencia Venezuela as 
Ambassadors of Goodwill. 
The group of honorees 
have one thing in com¬ 
mon they love the Aruba 
very much, because of 
the friendly people, the 


climate, beaches, restau¬ 
rants, casinos and the safe¬ 
ty and security. 

The certificate was present¬ 
ed by Mr. Ernest Giel repre¬ 
senting the Aruba Tourism 


Authority together with Mrs. 
Gail Sahit and Mr. Corey 
Guest GM of the Marriott 
Ocean Vacation Club and 
friends and family members 
of the honorees. □ 
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Yankee is looking for friends and family members 



We would like to introduce 
Yankee to you: one of the 
donkeys that are living at 
the Aruban Donkey Sanc¬ 
tuary. He is a youngster, for 
he is only one year old. His 
mom Riba delivered him 
when she had a broken 
hind leg. We feared the 
day that the donkey baby 
would be born, but for¬ 
tunately everything went 
right. Yankee has the same 
trait as Riba: he is shy and 
does not like to be pet¬ 
ted. That is very unusual, 
for donkeys mostly love a 
good hug. This donkey is 
a mama’s boy: he goes 
wherever she is going. 

This beautiful donkey has 
been provided with a chip, 
just like all the other don¬ 
keys. On the chip is informa¬ 
tion about the donkey and 
its medical history. The don¬ 
keys at the sanctuary have 
a lot of friends with whom 


they can play all day long. 
And they love living there: 
they are well-cared for, 
they are fed and watered 
and when they are sick the 
vet is called. Yes, they are 
expensive customers for 
the sanctuary. 

The volunteers are trying to 


cover the various costs with 
all kinds of activities and 
the sale of great donkey 
memorabilia in the shop. 
Fortunately, there are also 
visitors who wish to adopt 
a donkey, who buy some¬ 
thing at the donkey shop 
or who make a donation. 


Thus they help support us. 
Everyone is welcome to 
visit the sanctuary, which 
has opening hours from 9 
am until 4 pm and in the 
weekend from 10 am un¬ 
til 3. Entry is free of charge 
and one can enjoy a soft 
drink, a cup of coffee or a 


refreshing ice cream. 

The volunteers of the sanc¬ 
tuary are hoping that 
somebody will adopt this 
friendly, lovely donkey. 
Of course the donkey will 
keep on living at the sanc¬ 
tuary: you only need to 
pay AWG. 30,-- per month 
for the donkey's keep. With 
this amount you help sup¬ 
port the sanctuary as well 
as your own donkey. And 
you will receive a beauti¬ 
ful certificate and a super 
T-shirt and your name and 
photo will be posted on our 
website. So please call the 
sanctuary at 593-2933; you 
can also register via the 
website www.arubandon- 
key.org or donate money 
on bank account num¬ 
ber 40.03.025 at the Aruba 
Bank! Just do it! Would 
you like to follow the don¬ 
keys on Facebook: surf to 
Donkey Sanctuary Aruba 
please.Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Moffo at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!’’ 



G RAN JEST AD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charter*, 
the successful fishermen 
of the established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oronjeirad. 

DrillwOod owner Herby 


Merrywealher her? a love 
ond passion for fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
aboul fish, wfcal Out local 
wale?* have ro oFFer, ond 
who! rhe words "fresh sea¬ 
food" really mean . 

Whal Herby catches will be 
served in hF; restaurant on 
ihe some day. Hert>y loves 
la share hfc fishing passion 
wifb the many visitors Fp the 
island. His fleet oF a 35 ft, 
Twin Engine Bertram yochi 
and a SO It. Twin Engine 
PpsI yachf, appropriately 
called ”Driltwx)od I and li. 
is avaSabie to t charters on 
a daily basis from Sam fa 
12 naan pnd from 1 pm ta 




of fflH. Ur HRS Maftti Gioup Blue Moritn *eletii*levinoiW*nl 2Wf 


5pm. 

Colch your own dinner 

A charier includes; 
captain, male, all fishing 
equipment, boil, sodas ond 
Pol fled water. On a fu* day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You con coll Herby ore city 
ai 592 4Q+0 or go lo 
www.drit1wp adaruba.CQm. 

Driftwood Restaurant 


Thfrs ouFhenlFc Arubon sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
en. characteristic dOwnlPwn 
Oranjesfad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
deficious ^-course menu Far 
just $25.95 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rales: 

$400-1/2 day 


$760- fun day 
tores per boot 
6 people 

Driftwood Restaurant 

Aulheniic Ai^ban Seafood 
Restaurant; Kiipsiraot 12. 
Downtown Qronjesfad 
Tet; |2?7| 5832515 
www.driFrwoodarvjOo.conv 

Opening hours: every day. 
(Torn Sprrt 111 10:30pm. 

Sunday Closed. 






















































In this April 4, 2011, file photo, 
Connecticut head coach 
Jim Calhoun sits on the 
sideline during the second 
half of the men’s NCAA Final 
Four college basketball 
championship game against 
Butler in Houston. 

Associated Press 

AP Source: 
UConn 
coach 
Jim Calhoun 
retiring 

By JIM O’CONNELL 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Jim Cal¬ 
houn has spent more than 
half his life as a head bas¬ 
ketball coach, never ven¬ 
turing far from the New 
England area where he 
was born. 

Between high schools and 
colleges in Massachu¬ 
setts and Connecticut, he 
racked up 873 wins — most 
of them coming at his be¬ 
loved UConn, where he 
ran the men’s program for 
26 years and won three na¬ 
tional titles. 

Recently, though, the 
70-year-old Hall of Famer 
has struggled with health 
problems, including a frac¬ 
tured hip last month that 
put him on crutches. On 
Thursday, he planned to 
announce his retirement, a 
person familiar with the de¬ 
cision told The Associated 
Press. 


Continued on page 18 
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II SPORTS 



Creamer relishes weather at year’s final major 



Paula Creamer watches her shot out of the sand on the 18th green during one of eight playoff 
holes with Jiyai Shin, of South Korea, during the Kingsmill Championship LPGA Tour golf tournament 
in Williamsburg, Va., Sunday, Sept. 9, 2012. 

Associated Press 


TREVOR PEAKE 
Associated Press 
HOYLAKE, England (AP) — 
Paula Creamer took one 
look at the wind and rain 
battering the Royal Liver¬ 
pool links and liked what 
she saw. 

Creamer will play along¬ 
side defending champion 
Yani Tseng of Taiwan and 
Japan’s Ai Miyazato for 
the first two rounds of fhe 
Women’s British Open, the 
season's fourth and final 
major starting Thursday at 
Hoylake. 

With heavy wind and rain 
affecting Wednesday’s 
practice and more bad 
weather forecast for the 
next few days, the 36th 
staging of the tournament 
could become a war of at¬ 
trition for the world’s best 
women golfers. 

“This course sets up incred¬ 
ibly well for me,” Creamer 
said. “I hope it stays this 
windy and this hard. I like 
that. I truly like the chal¬ 
lenge.” 

The conditions were much 
different when the Ameri¬ 
can played Hoylake for the 
first time on a private visit 
earlier this summer. 

“When I played I was in 
shorts and short-sleeved 
shirt," she said. “I actu¬ 


ally played it twice. The first 
time there was no wind and 
the second day it was like 
today, when it died down a 
little bit. 

“Wind like this, conditions 
like this, a lot of it you can’t 
control. But I think it was 
smart coming to have a 
look when we did. I know 
where to avoid and where 
not to go." 

Creamer is a global am¬ 
bassador for tournament 
sponsor Ricoh, which an¬ 
nounced an extension of its 
commitment to the event 


for another three years until 
2016 

Tseng, winner at Carnoustie 
last year and Royal Birkdale 
in 2010, was full of praise 
for Royal Liverpool, which 
is staging the women’s 
championship for the first 
time. It has hosted 11 men’s 
British Opens and many top 
amateur and professional 
events in its history. 

“I just love the course, the 
British Open with its history 
and tradition," said Tseng, 
who will be bidding for her 
sixth major championship 


since bursting onto the 
scene as a 19-year-old with 
victory in the LPGA Cham¬ 
pionship in 2008. “I think 
you have to have so much 
imagination out there. You 
really need to work the ball. 
“I’ve struggled a little in the 
last couple of months, but 
it’s a good time to be back 
here and I think it’s my turn 
to start playing well again. 
I love playing with Ai and 
Paula. It’s a good draw and 
I’m very excited. It should 
be fun." 

Miyazato, with eight top 10 


finishes on the LPGA Tour 
this year, is also looking for¬ 
ward to the challenge. 

“It's really nice to be here. I 
just love the atmosphere of 
this tournament. My short 
game is pretty solid this 
year and that's why I think 
I’ve been playing really 
well so far.” 

The trio will start at 7:20 a.m. 
British time Thursday from 
the 10th tee. Three other 
former major winners — 
Sweden’s Anna Nordqvist 
and South Koreans Inbee 
Park and Jiyai Shin — start 
at the same time from the 
first tee. 

The winners of this year’s 
first three majors — China’s 
Shanshan Feng and South 
Koreans Sun Young Yoo 
and Na Yeon Choi — are 
also in the field. 

Michelle Wie, Christie Kerr, 
Brittany Lincicome, Lexi 
Thompson, Morgan Pres- 
sel, Natalie Gulbis and Brit¬ 
tany Lang are among the 
34-strong American contin¬ 
gent in the field of 144. 
Fifteen-year-old New Zea¬ 
land amateur sensation 
Lydia Ko, winner of the Ca¬ 
nadian Open last month, 
tees off first at 7 a.m. from 
the 10th paired with Lexi 
Thompson and Japan's Ka- 
ori Ohe.Q 



In this March 15, 2012, file photo, Connecticut head coach Jim 
Calhoun watches from the sidline in the first half of their second- 
round NCAA tournament college basketball game against Iowa 
State in Louisville, Ky. 

Associated Press 


Uconn 

Continued from page 17 


The person spoke to the AP 
on condition of anonymity 
because Calhoun’s move 
had not yet been made 
public. WVIT-TV in Hartford 
first reported the expected 
announcement. 

Assistant coach Kevin Ollie 
was expected to replace 
Calhoun, the person who 
spoke to the AP said. The 
school scheduled a 2 p.m. 
news conference “to ad¬ 
dress the future of the men's 
basketball program.” 

Ollie will take over a Hus¬ 
kies team that is ineligible 
for the 2013NCAA tourna¬ 
ment because of its failure 
to meet national academ¬ 
ic standards, one of several 
off-court problems that hit 
UConn late in Calhoun's 
tenure. 

The Huskies will open this 
year with just five players 


who saw significant playing 
time last season. 

Before fracturing his hip, 
Calhoun fought off can¬ 
cer three times and missed 
eight games last season 
while suffering from a pain¬ 
ful spinal condition. He re¬ 
turned just four days after 
having back surgery to 
coach the Huskies in their 
regular-season finale and 
the postseason. 

UConn finished the year 20- 
14, losing to Iowa State in 
the first-round of the NCAA 
tournament. 

In addition to his medical 
leave, Calhoun served a 
three-game suspension at 
the start of the Big East sea¬ 
son last winter for failing to 
maintain an atmosphere of 
compliance in his program 
with NCAA rules, an issued 
that dated back to recruit¬ 
ing violations in 2008. 

A native of Braintree, Mass., 
Calhoun played college 
basketball at American In¬ 


ternational in Springfield, 
where he was a team cap¬ 
tain and leading scorer his 
junior and senior years. 
After graduating in 1968, 
he began his head coach¬ 
ing career at Old Lyme 
High school, before mov¬ 


ing back to Massachusetts 
where he coached at 
Westport High School and 
then Dedham High School. 
He led Dedham to a 21-1 
record in 1972, and was 
hired as head coach at 
Northeastern. 


Calhoun spent the next 14 
years at the school, lead¬ 
ing the team from Division 
II program, to a mid-major 
power with five appear¬ 
ances in the NCAA tourna¬ 
ment. 

Calhoun was then hired by 
UConn in May 1986 and 
won an NIT title in his sec¬ 
ond season. His teams won 
10 Big East regular-season 
championships and seven 
Big East Tournament titles 
over his tenure. 

In 1999, he coached the 
Huskies to a 34-2 record 
and their first NCAA cham¬ 
pionship, a 77-74 upset over 
Duke. 

In 2004, the Huskies started 
and ended the season 
at No. 1, beating Geor¬ 
gia Tech in the NCAA 
championship game 82- 
73. The Huskies, led by 
Emeka Okafor and Ben 
Gordon, won their six tour¬ 
nament games by an aver¬ 
age of over 17 pointsO 
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AL Capsules 

Hardy hits 2 homers to carry O’s over Rays 9-2 



Baltimore Orioles' J.J. Hardy hits a two-run home run in the third inning of a baseball game against 
the Tampa Bay Rays in Baltimore, Tuesday, Sept. 11,2012. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — J.J. Har¬ 
dy homered twice, dou¬ 
bled and drove in five runs, 
and the Baltimore Orioles 
defeated the Tampa Bay 
Rays 9-2 Tuesday night to 
move into a tie for the AL 
East lead. 

Hardy went 4 for 5 to help 
Baltimore pull even atop 
the division with the New 
York Yankees, who lost 4-3 
at Boston. The Rays are 
two games behind the co¬ 
leaders. 

Chris Davis homered and 
Matt Wieters had three hits 
and two RBIs for Baltimore. 
Hardy hit a two-run homer 
in the third inning, doubled 
and scored in the fifth, sin¬ 
gled in a run in the sixth and 
added his 21st homer with 
a runner on in the eighth. 
Baltimore starter Jason 
Hammel retired 11 of 13 
Tampa Bay batters before 
leaving in the fourth inning 
with an injured right knee. 
Steve Johnson (3-0) got the 
win with 1 1-3 innings of hit¬ 
less relief. 

Ryan Roberts and Elliott 
Johnson hit solo homers, 
and Matt Moore (10-10) al¬ 
lowed two earned runs on 
four hits and three walks in 
four innings for Tampa Bay. 


RED SOX 4, YANKEES 3 

BOSTON (AP) — Jacoby Ells- 
bury singled in the winning 
run in the ninth inning and 
Boston beat New York to 
drop the Yankees into a tie 
for first place in the AL East. 
Pedro Ciriaco, who started 
the rally with a single, slid in 
to beat the throw from right 
fielder Ichiro Suzuki, giving 
Boston only its second win 
in 13 games. 


The loss left the Yankees 
and Orioles tied with 79-62 
records. 

Andrew Bailey (1-0) got the 
win after allowing one hit in 
one inning. 

David Robertson (1-7) re¬ 
tired his first four batters be¬ 
fore giving up three straight 
singles with one out in the 
ninth. 

TIGERS 5, WHITE SOX 3 

CHICAGO (AP) — Doug Fis- 


ter pitched seven innings of 
two-hit ball, Austin Jackson 
hit a tying two-run homer 
and Miguel Cabrera deliv¬ 
ered a go-ahead solo shot 
as Detroit reduced Chica¬ 
go's AL Central lead to two 
games. 

Jackson's 14th homer fol¬ 
lowed a single by Omar In¬ 
fante in the top of the fifth 
off Jake Peavy. One batter 
later, Cabrera hit his 36th of 


the season to put the Ti¬ 
gers up 3-2. 

The only two hits Fister 
(9-8) gave up were solo 
homers to Dewayne Wise 
and Gordon Beckham. 
Peavy (10-11) couldn’t 
hold an early lead. He 
threw 117 pitches in 5 2-3 
innings, yielding six hits, 
walking two and striking 
out nine. 

CB 

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) 

— Adrian Beltre homered. 
Matt Harrison worked into 
the sixth inning for his 16th 
victory and AL West-lead¬ 
ing Texas beat Cleveland. 
Harrison (16-9) struck out 
six over 5 2-3 innings while 
becoming the fourth AL 
pitcher to reach 16 wins. 
The left-hander allowed 
five hits and walked three. 
Texas scored four times in 
the second, which started 
with Beltre reaching on an 
error that led to three un¬ 
earned runs. 

One of those runs scored 
on the 16th wild pitch by 
Ubaldo Jimenez (9-16), 
who has the most losses 
and wild pitches in the 
majors. 

Joe Nathan worked a 
perfect ninth for his 32nd 
save. □ 


NHL, NHLPA exchange offers 
as talks resume in NYC 



NHL Players Association executive director Donald Fehr, center, 
is joined by players Kevin Westgath, right, and George Parros 
after meeting with NHL officials, Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2012 in 
New York. 


By IRA PODELL 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — While 
the NHL and its players now 
agree on what qualifies as 
hockey-related revenue, 
the two sides still haven’t 
figured out how to split up 
the money the sport gener¬ 
ates. 

With only three days re¬ 
maining to work out a new 
deal before NHL Commis¬ 
sioner Gary Bettman fol¬ 
lows through on a vow to 
lock out the players for the 
second time in eight years, 
league executives returned 
to the bargaining table with 
the union on Wednesday 
and traded new proposals. 
The owners weren't par¬ 
ticularly pleased with the 


new offer they received 
— with Bettman saying it 
wasn’t much different from 
earlier proposals — and 
they ended up countering 
with one the commissioner 
said was drafted on the fly 
Wednesday. 

NHLPA executive direc¬ 
tor Donald Fehr, speak¬ 
ing for the second time 
Wednesday before a 
meeting with several hun¬ 
dred players, wasn’t overly 
impressed with what he 
was given, either. 

“We did not make a pro¬ 
posal which mirrored the 
owners’ proposal,” Fehr 
said. “We did not say let’s 
go back to when we didn’t 
have a salary cap. We said, 
‘Look, there is a meaning¬ 


ful disparity in revenue be¬ 
tween the teams, and in 
recognition of that, there is 
a way we think we can fix 
the system so we don’t end 
up in the same problem all 
over again. 

“If you look at what hap¬ 
pened in all the cap sports 
... it doesn’t matter what 
the sport is, and it doesn't 
matter what the claimed 
economics are, the propos¬ 
al is always the same: it is al¬ 
ways players will take a lot 
less money, and if not we 
will lock you out. It's regret¬ 
table, but that is the world 
we seem to live in.” 

After the players made their 
offer Wednesday morning, 
Bettman met with Boston 
Bruins owner Jeremy Ja¬ 


cobs, and Murray Edwards 
of the Calgary Flames to 
craft a new NHL offer that 
was handed back to the 
players' association with a 
shelf life on it. 

“We made clear in present¬ 
ing the proposal that this 


Associated Press 

proposal was intended to 
lead to a deal before the 
weekend,” Bettman said 
after the nearly three-hour 
meeting, “and that if in fact 
a deal was not achievable, 
what we had proposed 
would be off the table. □ 
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Rollins’ 3 RBIs lead Phillies over Marlins 



Philadelphia Phillies second baseman Chase Utley, top, throws 
the ball to first base as Miami Marlins’ Giancarlo Stanton is out at 
second base during a baseball game, Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2012, 
at Citizens Bank Park in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — PHIL¬ 
ADELPHIA (AP) — Jimmy 
Rollins homered and drove 
in three runs and Roy Hal- 
laday won again as the 
streaking Philadelphia Phil¬ 
lies outslugged the Miami 
Marlins 9-7 on Tuesday 
night for their sixth straight 
win. 

Despite allowing five runs 
and seven hits in 6 1-3 in¬ 
nings, Halladay (10-7) im¬ 
proved to 4-0 in his last five 
starts. 

Juan Pierre and Chase Ut¬ 
ley had three hits apiece 
for Philadelphia, which 
finished with 15 overall 
while winning for the 14th 
time in the last 18 games. 
The five-time defending 
NL East champion Phillies, 
who reached .500 for the 
first time since June 4, are 
making a late playoff push. 
They began the day five 
games behind St. Louis in 
the NL wild-card race. 
Giancarlo Stanton hom¬ 
ered for Miami, which has 
lost nine of 13. Stanton went 
deep for the 14th time in his 
last 17 road games to up 
his league-leading road to¬ 
tal to 21 homers. 

Marlins starter Nathan Eo- 
valdi (4-12) gave up five 
runs and eight hits in four- 
plus innings. 

Jonathan Papelbon 


pitched a scoreless ninth for 
his 33rd save in 37 chances. 

DIAMONDBACKS 1, DODG¬ 
ERS 0 

PHOENIX (AP) — Ian Ken¬ 
nedy pitched neatly into 
the eighth inning and the 
Diamondbacks used an un¬ 
earned run to beat Clayton 
Kershaw and the Dodgers. 


Arizona left fielder Jason 
Kubel robbed Luis Cruz of a 
two-run homer with a leap¬ 
ing grab at the wall to end 
the fifth inning. 

The lone run came in the 
seventh, when Paul Gold¬ 
schmidt reached on short¬ 
stop Hanley Ramirez’s 
throwing error and scored 


from first on Miguel Mon- 
tero's double. 

With San Francisco's win 
at Colorado, the Dodgers 
fell six games behind the 
first-place Giants in the NL 
West. Arizona ended a six- 
game home losing streak. 
Kennedy (13-11) gave up 
four hits in 7 1-3 innings. Ker¬ 
shaw (12-9) allowed three 
hits in seven innings. 

After regular closer J.J. Putz 
blew consecutive saves last 
week, David Hernandez 
came on in the ninth and 
gave up a two-out double 
to Shane Victorino. Adrian 
Gonzalez then struck out 
looking. 

GIANTS 9, ROCKIES 8 
DENVER (AP) — Madison 
Bumgarner hit a three-run 
homer on a night when he 
struggled on the mound 
and Brandon Belt drove in 
four runs for NL West-lead¬ 
ing San Francisco. 

Belt broke a tie in the fifth 
with a two-run double. He 
also brought in a run on a 
fielder’s choice and added 
a solo homer for the Giants, 
who are 20-7 on the road 
since the All-Star break. 
Bumgarner was roughed 
up by the Rockies, allow¬ 
ing five runs and 11 hits in 
4 1-3 innings. But the left¬ 
hander gave the Giants a 
big boost when he drove a 
93-mph fastball from Jhou- 


lys Chacin into the left-field 
seats in the fourth. 
Pinch-hitter Tyler Colvin 
belted a two-run homer 
for Colorado before Javier 
Lopez came in and retired 
Jason Giambi for his sev¬ 
enth save. 

George Kontos (2-1) got 
the win and Carlos Torres 
(4-2) was charged with the 
loss. 

BREWERS 5, BRAVES 0 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Marco 
Estrada pitched shutout 
ball into the seventh inning, 
and Rickie Weeks and Ara- 
mis Ramirez homered for 
streaking Milwaukee. 

The Brewers won their 
eighth in a row at Miller Park 
and reached the .500 mark 
for the first time since April 
24. Milwaukee has surged 
back into the NL wild-card 
race by winning 17 of 22 
overall, and beat the wild 
card-leading Braves for the 
second straight day. 
Estrada (3-6) was dominant 
from the start, allowing only 
two singles to Andrelton 
Simmons in the first five in¬ 
nings. Estrada allowed four 
hits in 6 2-3 innings and 
struck out six. 

Four Milwaukee pitchers 
combined on a five-hitter. 
Atlanta’s Tim Hudson (14-6) 
gave up four runs and sev¬ 
en hits in 6 2-3 innings. 
NATIONALS 5, METS 30 


Former No. 1 Ferrero to 
retire after Valencia Open 



This June 25, 2012 file photo shows Juan Carlos Ferrero of Spain 
returning a shot to Novak Djokovic of Serbia during a first round 
men's singles match at the All England Lawn Tennis Champion¬ 
ships at Wimbledon, England. 

Associated Press 


VALENCIA, Spain (AP) — 

Former world No. 1 Juan 
Carlos Ferrero will end his 
14-year playing career af¬ 
ter competing in his home¬ 
town Valencia Open next 


month. 

Ferrero moved to the top 
of the rankings in 2003 and 
remained there for eight 
weeks after winning the 
French Open and reaching 


the U.S. Open final, where 
he lost to another recently 
retired former No. 1, Andy 
Roddick. 

In 14 years as a profession¬ 
al, the Valencia native won 
15 titles. Ferrero’s last tro¬ 
phy came in 2011 on Stutt¬ 
gart’s outdoor clay courts, 
but since then he has strug¬ 
gled and slid to 111 th in the 
rankings. 

“It was a complicated de¬ 
cision to leave a world you 
have lived in intensely since 
six or seven years old," the 
32-year-old Spaniard said 
on Wednesday. “But I have 
had a tough year and you 
start to notice that you 


don't have the same ambi¬ 
tion and motivation." 
Ferrero helped Spain win 
the first two of its five Davis 
Cups in 2000 and 2004. 

“The 2000 Davis Cup is 
something unforgettable 
for all Spaniards. I was very 
young and little by little I re¬ 
alized how important it was 
both for me and the coun¬ 
try,” Ferrero said. “Winning 
a Grand Slam and becom¬ 
ing the world No. 1 are 
both unforgettable peaks 
of my career." 

Ferrero followed Carlos 
Moya (1999) and preced¬ 
ed Rafael Nadal (2008) as 
Spain’s three male play¬ 


ers to have reached the 
world's top spot. 

“What I will miss most is the 
competition, we (players) 
live for the competition. It 
will be difficult to fill the void 
in this new life I am going to 
begin now, but I have plen¬ 
ty of things to do,” Ferrero 
said, adding he will dedi¬ 
cate his time to his tennis 
academy and hotel. 

Spain Davis Cup captain 
Alex Corretja, Ferrero's 
teammate in 2000, said his 
retirement meant “the loss 
of a reference for a gen¬ 
eration of players.” 

The Valencia Open will be 
from Oct. 20-280 
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Golfing legend Arnold Palmer receives Congressional Gold Medal 



House Speaker John Boehner of Ohio, an avid golfer, present 
golfing legend Arnold Palmer with the Congressional Gold Medal, 
Wednesday, Sept. 12,2012, during a ceremony in the Rotunda of 
the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2012. 


Golfing legend Arnold 
Palmer became just the 
sixth athlete to receive 
the Congressional Gold 
Medal during a ceremony 
in his honor Wednesday in 

WNBA Roundup 


the Rotunda of the Capi¬ 
tol Building in Washington, 
D.C. 

“I am very humbled,” Palm¬ 
er said at the end of the 1 
hour, 15 minute ceremony. 


John Boehner, Speaker of 
the House of Represen¬ 
tatives, along with Con¬ 
gresswoman Nancy Pelosi 
and Senators Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell and Harry Reid 
were involved in the pre¬ 
sentation of the medal to 
Palmer. Jack Nicklaus and 
country music singer Vince 
Gill, along with two Repub¬ 
lican and two Democratic 
members of the Senate 
and House, also took part 
in the ceremony. 

“Arnold Palmer was the ev¬ 
eryday man’s hero,” Nick¬ 
laus said during his speech. 
“From the modest upbring¬ 
ing, Arnold embodied the 
hard-working strength of 
America ... 

The game has given so 
much to Arnold Palmer but 
he has given back so much 
more.” 

The Congressional Gold 
Medal and the Presiden¬ 
tial Medal of Freedom - 
which Palmer received in 
2004 - are the highest ci¬ 
vilian awards in the United 
States. The Congressional 
Gold Medal dates back to 
the American Revolution. 
Each medal is created by 
the U.S. Mint individually to 
honor the individual and 
achievements for which 
the medal is awarded. 
Sponsorship by two-thirds 
of the membership of the 
Senate and House is re¬ 
quired before the bill goes 
to committee. The Gold 
Medal legislation for the 
Palmer medal was enact¬ 
ed and signed by President 
Barack Obama in 2009 as 
Public Law 111-65 in recog¬ 
nition of Palmer's service to 
the nation in promoting ex¬ 


Chicago wins, moves into tie 
for WNBA playoff spot 


The Associated Press 
ROSEMONT, Illinois (AP) — 

Chicago Sky moved into a 
tie for the fourth and final 
playoff spot in the WNBA’s 
Eastern Conference by 
beating the defending 
champion Minnesota Lynx 
83-70 on Tuesday. 
Epiphanny Prince scored 
26 points and Courtney 
Vandersloot added 17 for 
the Sky, who did not miss 


injured U.S. Olympic center 
Sylvia Fowles. 

Maya Moore scored 18 
points for Minnesota. 
Chicago broke open a 
tight game in the fourth 
quarter with a 13-3 run over 
the final 5 minutes. 
Meanwhile, Atlanta Dream 
made it give wins from six 
games with a 77-61 defeat 
of the Seattle Storm. 

Angel McCoughtry scored 


23 points and Erika DeSou- 
za had 20 for Atlanta. 
Lauren Jackson had 14 
points and nine rebounds 
for the Storm, who have al¬ 
ready secured their WNBA- 
record ninth consecutive 
playoff berth. 

Seattle was within a point 
early in the fourth quarter 
but Atlanta went on a 13-0 
run to regain control and 
finished with a 22-7 spurt.Q 


cellence and good sports¬ 
manship in golf. 

“I'm particularly proud of 
anything the House and 
the Senate agree on," 
Palmer joked. 

Of the more than 200 peo¬ 
ple who have received the 
Congressional Gold Medal, 
the other athletes include: 
baseball’s Roberto Clem¬ 
ente and Jackie Robinson, 
track and field’s Jesse Ow¬ 
ens, boxing's Joe Louis and 
another golf legend, Byron 
Nelson. 


Noting that two of those six 
were golfers. Palmer said, 
“I like to think and truly be¬ 
lieve golf and golfers pro¬ 
mote human values." 

Rep. Joe Baca of the 
43rd district in California, 
who has played golf with 
Palmer, said, “Although he 
doesn’t not feel comfort¬ 
able being called the King 
of Golf -- and he truly is the 
King of Golf - Arnold Palm¬ 
er is royalty. Royalty in the 
eyes and hearts of those 
that he has helped.”□ 
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Whooping cough vaccine loses punch too fast 



In this Thursday, May 3,2012 file photo, nurses Fatima Guillen, left, 
and Fran Wendt, right, give Kimberly Magdeleno, 4, a whooping 
cough booster shot, as she is held by her mother, Claudia Solorio 
at a health clinic in Tacoma, Wash. 


MIKE STOBBE 

AP Medical Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — As the 

U.S. wrestles with its biggest 
whooping cough outbreak 
in decades, researchers 
appear to have zeroed in 
on the main reason: The 
safer vaccine that has 
been in use since the 1990s 
loses effectiveness much 
faster than previously 
thought. 

A study published in 
Wednesday’s New Eng¬ 
land Journal of Medicine 
found that the protective 
effect weakens dramati¬ 
cally soon after a young¬ 
ster gets the last of the 
five recommended shots 
around age 6. 

The protection rate falls 
from about 95 percent 
to 71 percent within five 
years, said researchers at 
the Kaiser Permanente 
Vaccine Research Center 
in Oakland, California. 

The U.S. has had more than 


By MIKE STOBBE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Health 
officials say they’re con¬ 
vinced this will be the 
worst year for West Nile 
virus deaths and severe ill¬ 
nesses since the disease hit 
America's shores in 1999. 

So far, 1,405 serious illnesses 
and 118 deaths from West 
Nile have been reported 
across the country. 

The bulk are in Texas but 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Okla¬ 
homa, South Dakota and 
Michigan have also seen 
substantial numbers. 

The worst year for the mos¬ 
quito-borne disease was 
2002, which saw nearly 
3,000 severe cases and 
284 deaths, according to 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

This year's count of severe 
cases rose by more than 30 
percent in the past week, 
and is on track to surpass 
2002, the CDC’s Dr. Lyle Pe¬ 
tersen said in a call with re¬ 
porters on Wednesday. 
While the height of mos¬ 
quito season has passed. 


26,000 whooping cough 
cases so far this year, in¬ 
cluding more than 10,000 
in children ages 7 to 10. 
“The substantial majority of 
the cases are explained by 
this waning immunity," said 
Dr. William Schaffner, an 
infectious-disease special¬ 
ist at Vanderbilt University. 
In light of the findings and 
earlier, similar research, 
health officials are con¬ 
sidering recommending 
another booster shot for 
children, strengthening 
the vaccine or devising a 
brand new one. 

But “there's nothing in the 
pipeline that's close," said 
Dr. Tom Clark of the Cen¬ 
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

Whooping cough, or per¬ 
tussis, is a highly contagious 
bacterial disease that can 
strike people of any age 
but is most dangerous to 
children. 

Its name comes from the 


infections are expected to 
continue into October, and 
severe illness and death re¬ 
ports are expected to keep 
coming in for months, CDC 
officials said. 

West Nile virus was first diag¬ 
nosed in Uganda in 1937, 
but no cases were reported 
in the U.S. until 1999 in New 
York. 

The virus gradually spread 


sound youngsters make as 
they gasp for breath. 

It used to be common, 
causing hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of illnesses annually 
and thousands of deaths. 
Cases dropped after a 


across the country. 

Only about 1 in 5 infect¬ 
ed people get sick. Early 
symptoms can include fe¬ 
ver, headache and body 
aches. 

Some recover in a mat¬ 
ter of days. But 1 in 150 in¬ 
fected people will develop 
severe symptoms including 
neck stiffness, disorienta¬ 
tion, coma and paralysis.Q 


vaccine was introduced 
in the 1940s, and for de¬ 
cades, fewer than 5,000 a 
year were reported in the 
U.S. 

Because of side effects that 
included pain and swelling 
at the injection site, fever 
and apparently, in rare 
cases, brain damage, the 
vaccine was replaced in 
the 1990s. 

The newer version used 
only parts of the bacterium 
instead of the whole thing 
and carried fewer compli¬ 
cations. 

But cases of whooping 
cough began to climb, 
sometimes topping 25,000 
a year during the past de¬ 
cade. 

Also disturbing: The propor¬ 
tion of cases involving chil¬ 
dren ages 7 to 10 — most 
of them vaccinated — rose 
from less than 10 percent 
before 2006 to nearly 40 
percent this year, accord¬ 
ing to the CDC. 

Dr. Nicola Klein and her col¬ 
leagues looked at children 
ages 4 to 12 who received 
their health care through 
Kaiser Permanente North¬ 
ern California from 2006 to 
2011 . 

They compared 277 fully 
vaccinated youngsters 
who got whooping cough 
to similar, vaccinated chil¬ 
dren who didn’t. 

The researchers found that 
the risk of getting whoop¬ 
ing cough increases by 
about 42 percent a year 
after a child’s last dose of 
vaccine. 

The shortcomings in the 


vaccine did not become 
apparent until recently, 
when researchers had the 
benefit of several years 
of data uncorrupted by 
youngsters who received 
the old version. 

Health officials have long 
recommended that chil¬ 
dren get vaccinated in five 
doses, with the first shot at 
2 months and the final one 
between 4 and 6 years, 
and receive a booster shot 
at 11 or 12. 

Now there's a growing 
consensus that something 
more needs to be done. 
Ideas include somehow 
pumping up the effec¬ 
tiveness of the vaccine or 
developing a new one. 
French scientists have 
been working on an ex¬ 
perimental nasal spray 
vaccine. 

Other ideas include ad¬ 
ministering the booster 
earlier than age 11 or add¬ 
ing another booster. 

While some parents around 
the country have taken a 
stand against childhood 
vaccines, the outbreak 
is not being driven by un¬ 
vaccinated children, ac¬ 
cording to the CDC. Most 
of the illnesses are in vacci¬ 
nated youngsters, officials 
said. 

Dr. Maxine Hayes, health 
officer for the Washing¬ 
ton State Department of 
Health, said it is important 
that people not mistake 
waning immunity for flat- 
out ineffectiveness. 

The vaccine is “still the best 
thing we have,” she said. 
And vaccinated people 
who get whooping cough 
don't get as sick. 

Omar Gonzalez of North 
Richland Hills, Texas, has 
become a believer in the 
vaccine, even though his 
fully vaccinated 11-year- 
old son caught whooping 
cough three years ago. 
“Imagine seeing your son 
gasping for air,” Gonzalez 
said. 

“This is really bad." 
Gonzalez, who runs an in¬ 
vestment company from 
his home, spent weeks car¬ 
ing for his son and then got 
sick himself. 

“You don’t want this, man, 
I’m telling you. It's scary,” 
he said.Q 


CDC: Nation on track for 
deadliest West Nile year 





■V 


In this Aug. 16,2012 file photo, mosquitos are sorted at the Dallas 
County mosquito lab in Dallas. Hantavirus, West Nile, Lyme 
disease and now, bubonic plague. The bugs of late summer are 
biting, although the risk of getting many of these scary-sounding 
diseases is very small. West Nile is spread through mosquitoes. 
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Apple says new iPhone 5 is thinner, lighter 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writers 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Apple Inc. on Wednes¬ 
day unveiled the iPhone 
5, saying it’s thinner and 
lighter than the previous 
model, even though it has 
a bigger screen. The new 
phone hits stores in the U.S. 
and several other coun¬ 
tries Sept. 21. 

Apple marketing head Phil 
Schiller unveiled the year’s 
most eagerly awaited 
phone at an Apple event 
in San Francisco. 

The release is expected 
to help Apple recapture 
attention and revenue af¬ 
ter it lost the lead in smart¬ 
phones to Samsung this 
year. 

Apple’s announcements 
were largely in line with in¬ 
vestor expectations, and 
their response was tepid. 
Apple shares rose $9.13, 
or 1.4 percent, to close 
at $669.72. Shares have 
jumped as expectations 
rose for the iPhone 5, ral¬ 
lying 16 percent since Ap¬ 
ple's latest earnings report 
in July. 

The first launch countries 
are Australia, Canada, 
France, Germany, Hong 
Kong, Japan, Singapore 
and the UK. A week later, 
the phone will be avail¬ 
able in 22 more countries, 
including Italy, Poland 
and Spain. Prices for over¬ 
seas locations were not 
announced. 

There was little in Wednes¬ 
day’s announcement that 
surprised Apple watch¬ 
ers. "There was nothing 
unexpected in terms of 
the new features of the 
iPhone,” said Tavis Mc- 
Court, an analyst with 
Raymond James. 

Apple watchers expect 
the company will intro¬ 
duce a smaller version of 
its iPad next month. 




As expected, the iPhone 5 
screen is taller than on the 
iPhone 4S, making room 
for another row of icons. 
The bigger screen moves 
Apple somewhat clos¬ 
er to competing smart¬ 
phones, but the iPhone is 
still small compared to its 
main rivals. Samsung has 
increased the screen size 
of its flagship phone line 
every year, and it's now 
about 45 percent larger 
than the one on the new 
iPhone. 

The new iPhone is lighter 
than Samsung's new Gal¬ 
axy S III. Schiller said the 
screen is 18 percent thin¬ 
ner and 20 percent lighter 
because of new technol¬ 
ogy that eliminates a sep¬ 
arate touch-sensing layer 
in the screen. The new 
phone is made entirely of 
glass and aluminium. 

The iPhone 5 will also 
come with the capability 
to connect to the fastest 
new wireless data net¬ 


Apple CEO Tim Cook talks on stage during the introduction of the 
new iPhone 5 in San Francisco, Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2012. 


Amid expectations of a 
new iPhone, Amazon, 
Nokia and Motorola all 
tried to generate interest 
in their products last week, 
hoping that a head start 
on the buzz will translate 
into stronger sales. Mak¬ 
ers of consumer electron¬ 
ics also are refreshing their 
products for the holiday 
shopping season. 

One big change: The new 
iPhone is getting a new 
connector to attach to 
computers and chargers. 
It had been using the 
same one from the iPod. 
Schiller said the old con¬ 
nector has “served us well 
for nearly a decade, but 
so much has changed.” 
That means the new 
iPhone won't be compat¬ 
ible with old accessories, 
though Schiller said acces¬ 
sory makers are already 
working to update their 
products. Apple will sell an 


Phil Schiller, Apple's senior vice president of worldwide 
marketing, speaks on stage about the introduction of a new 
operating system during an introduction of the new iPhone 5 in 
San Francisco, Wednesday Sept. 12, 2012. 


works, both in the U.S. and 
overseas. That's another 
feature that was widely 
expected. 

Sales of Apple’s iPhones 
are still strong. Samsung 


Electronics Co. benefited 
from having its Galaxy S 
III out in the U.S. in June, 
while Apple was still sell¬ 
ing an iPhone model it re¬ 
leased last October. 


adapter to work with older 
accessories. 

One feature missing from 
the new phone is a chip 
for near-field communica¬ 
tions, or NFC. Other top-of- 
the-line phones are incor¬ 
porating such chips, which 
let phones work as credit 
cards at some store pay¬ 
ment terminals. They also 
enable phones to share 
data when “bumped” 
into each other. 

Also, as expected, Apple is 
releasing a new version of 
its phone software, iOS 6. It 
will have a new mapping 
software, as Apple ditches 
the one from Google it 
had been using. The new 
software will have turn- 
by-turn voice navagation 
— a feature Google had 
limited to Android versions 
of its mapping app. Apple 
said the phone’s virtual 
assistant, Siri, will be giving 
the directions. 

Apple also announced 
a new iPod Touch mod¬ 
el that brings over the 
changes applied to the 
iPhone 5, including the 
bigger screen and smaller 
connection port. For the 
first time, Siri will be avail¬ 
able on the iPod. 

Apple is also updating 
its Tunes software for the 
Mac and PC, with what 
is says is a “dramatically 
simpler and cleaner inter¬ 
face.” It will be available 
as a free download in Oc¬ 
tober. 

In another audio-related 
update, the white ear- 
buds that ship with all of 
Apple’s portable devices 
are getting an update. 
Now called “earpods,” 
they're tube-shaped, 
which Apple said will help 
fit the shape of the ear. 
They'll go on sale Wednes¬ 
day as a stand-alone ac¬ 
cessory but will be includ¬ 
ed free with new devices 
out in October. □ 
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U.S. poverty rate 15 percent; record numbers persist 


HOPE YEN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

ranks of America’s poor 
remain stuck at a record 
15 percent, the Census Bu¬ 
reau reported Wednesday. 
Roughly 46.2 million people 
remained below the pover¬ 
ty line in 2011, unchanged 
from 2010. The figure is the 
highest in more than half a 
century. 

And while joblessness is 
persistently high, the gap 
between rich and poor in¬ 
creased in the last year. 
The top 1 percent of wage 
earners had a 6 percent 
increase in income, while 
income at the bottom 40 
percent of earners was 
basically unchanged, said 
David Johnson, the chief of 
the Census Bureau’s house¬ 
hold economics division. 

“A lot of the increase is 
driven by changes at the 
very top of the distribution,” 
Johnson said. 

The report comes less than 
two months before the No¬ 
vember presidential elec¬ 
tion, where the still-weak 
U.S. economy is the top 
issue for voters deciding 
between the leading can¬ 
didates, President Barack 
Obama and Republican 
Mitt Romney. 

Experts had predicted a 
fourth straight annual rise in 
the poverty rate, but dwin¬ 
dling unemployment ben¬ 
efits and modest job gains 
helped to keep that from 
happening. 

“This is good news and a 


surprise,” said Sheldon Dan- 
ziger, a University of Michi¬ 
gan economist who closely 
tracks poverty. He pointed 
to a continuing boost from 
new unemployment ben¬ 
efits passed in 2009 that 
gave workers up to 99 
weeks of payments after 
layoffs and didn't run out 
for many people until late 
2011. Also, job gains in the 
private sector helped offset 
cuts in state and local gov¬ 
ernment workers. 

“It would indicate the stim¬ 
ulus was even more effec¬ 
tive than believed," he 
said. 

The overall poverty rate 
was statistically unchanged 
from the 15.1 percent in the 
previous year. The figure is 
the highest since 1983. 

The median, or midpoint, 
household income was 
$50,054 — 1.5 percent low¬ 
er than 2010 and a second 
straight decline. 

The census report provides 
a mixed picture of the eco¬ 
nomic well-being of U.S. 
households for 2011, when 
the unemployment rate im¬ 
proved to 8.9 percent from 
9.6 percent in the previous 
year. 

For last year, the official 
poverty line was an annu¬ 
al income of $23,021 for a 
family of four. 

Broken down by state. New 
Mexico had the highest 
share of poor people, at 
22.2 percent, according 
to rough calculations by 
the Census Bureau. It was 
followed by Louisiana, the 


District of Columbia, South 
Carolina, Arkansas and 
Georgia. 

On the other end of the 
scale, New Hampshire had 
the lowest, at 7.6 percent. 


Bruce D. Meyer, an econo¬ 
mist at the University of Chi¬ 
cago, said it was disappoint¬ 
ing that poverty levels did 
not improve. He described 
it as a sign of lingering prob¬ 
lems in the labor market, 
even with recent declines in 
unemployment. “The drop in 
the unemployment rate has 
been due in significant part 
to workers leaving the labor 
force, because they are dis¬ 
couraged, back in school. 


taking care of family or 
other reasons,” he said. 
The official poverty level is 
based on a government 
calculation that includes 
only income before tax 


deductions. It excludes 
capital gains or accu¬ 
mulated wealth, such as 
home ownership. 

As a result, the official 
poverty rate takes into ac¬ 
count the effects of some 
stimulus programs passed 
in 2009, such as unem¬ 
ployment benefits, as well 
as jobs that were created 
or saved by government 
spending. It does not fac¬ 
tor in noncash govern¬ 


ment aid such as tax cred¬ 
its and food stamps. 
Johnson attributed the 
better-than-expected pov¬ 
erty numbers to increases 
in full-time workers over the 
last year. He also estimated 
that expanded unemploy¬ 
ment benefits helped keep 
1.6 million working-age 
people out of poverty. 
Social Security, a federal 
support program for old¬ 
er Americans, also lifted 
roughly 14.5 million seniors 
above the poverty line. 
Without those cash pay¬ 
ments, the number of peo¬ 
ple ages 65 and older liv¬ 
ing in poverty would have 
increased five-fold, he said. 
The share of Americans 
without health coverage 
fell from 16.3 percent to 
15.7 percent, or 48.6 million 
people. It was the biggest 
decline in the number of un¬ 
insured since 1999, boosted 
in part by increased cover¬ 
age for young adults under 
the new health care law 
that allows them to be cov¬ 
ered under their parents’ 
health insurance until age 
26. 

Congress passed the health 
overhaul in 2010 to address 
the rising numbers of unin¬ 
sured people. During this 
election year, the law has 
come under increasing 
criticism from Republicans, 
including Romney, who has 
pledged to push a repeal if 
he is elected. The main pro¬ 
visions of the health care 
law will not take effect until 
2014.Q 
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This photo taken July 16, 2012 shows Claudia Pedroza, 39, and 
her eight-year-old daughter Karla Osorio at the Jefferson Ac¬ 
tion Center in Lakewood, Colo. Pedroza moved to the Denver 
suburbs five years ago with her husband and four children in 
hopes of a more comfortable suburban life. But Pedroza’s family 
struggles to make ends meet and she was waiting with her on 
Monday, July 16, 2012, to apply for help with food, toiletries and 
seek a new frying pan. 

Associated Press 


NEED CASH TODAY? 


PAWN OR SELL YOUR GOLD 



^i|n ■ uKiii him** ri'yti V 


VISIT US & COMPARE FOR YOURSELF! 



JUWELENHUISJE 

OPEN :3AM - CJPM, V.OK0AV - Fit;(JAY 



ORAWE5TAO WERFSTRAAT 7 IOK. 12 TEL 58B 4141 Q SAN NICOLAS B. V/D VEEN ZEPPENFELDSTRAAT 14 TEL 584 4141 . 







































BUSINESS I f ? 5 


Thursday, September 13, 2012 


Survey: Small business 
owners losing confidence 



Doctors 

Express 


n this undated photo provided by Rick Kimsey, Kimsey stands 
in front of his franchise. Doctors Express urgent care Facility in 
Sarasota, Fla. Kimsey. The business came with a concept and 
a service to sell. All he had to do was get the franchise up and 
running, and then operate it. However, many first-time buyers 
like Kimsey are finding it's harder than they expected to buy and 
run a franchise. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Small business owners are losing confi¬ 
dence as they see the economy weaken, according to a 
survey released Wednesday that is at odds with another 
just-released look at owners’ sentiments. 

The survey taken in July by the National Small Business As¬ 
sociation found that 60 percent of owners are feeling 
confident about the future, down from 75 percent in De¬ 
cember. The survey also found that 34 percent of own¬ 
ers expect a recession in the next 12 months, up from 14 
percent in December. And the number of owners who 
expect the economy to grow or remain unchanged fell 
to 66 percent from 86 percent. 

The survey gave a more negative reading of busi¬ 
ness owners' feelings about the economy than one taken 
in August and released Tuesday by the National Federa¬ 
tion of Independent Business. That survey showed that 
small business owners are getting more optimistic about 
how their companies and overall business conditions will 
do after the election and the first of the year. 

Similarly, it has been difficult to get a sense of small busi¬ 
nesses hiring. The payroll company ADP reported last 
Thursday that small businesses picked up their pace of 
hiring last month. The Labor Department's monthly jobs 
report showed hiring by all businesses slowed. 

How small businesses are faring has become a major issue 
in the presidential election campaign. Small businesswas 
a theme of the Republican National Convention, and 
President Barack Obama has been speaking more fre¬ 
quently about his policies to help small businesses. 

The NSBA survey found that the number of owners ex¬ 
pecting their sales to increase fell — 56 percent expected 
higher sales in the December survey, but that number fell 
to 45 percent in the latest survey. The NFIB survey found 
owners slightly more optimistic about their sales in the 
coming months — the number of those who expect high¬ 
er sales rose 5 percentage points to 1 percent, wiping out 
a negative reading in July. 

The surveyed mirrored others that found small business¬ 
es have been reducing their debt loads. Seventy-three 
percent of those surveyed said they had debt, down 
from 78 percent two years ago and 80 percent five years 
ago. But the percentage of businesses able to obtain ad¬ 
equate financing fell to 66 percent in July from 70 percent 
six months earlier — a similar finding to other studies and 
surveys about small business borrowing.Q 



In this Wednesday, Aug. 1 2012 photo, American Airlines airplanes are at parked at the gate at JFK 
International airport in New York. 

Associated Press. 


Bankruptcy judge OKs 3 
American Air labor deals 


DALLAS (AP) — American 
Airlines will reduce retire¬ 
ment benefits and ease re¬ 
strictions on outsourcing of 
flying to other airlines as it 
attempts a turnaround un¬ 
der bankruptcy protection. 
American announced the 
changes Wednesday night. 
Earlier in the day, a fed¬ 
eral bankruptcy judge ap¬ 
proved labor contracts that 
were ratified by flight atten¬ 
dants and mechanics. The 
judge gave American per¬ 
mission last week to throw 
out the pilots’ old contract 
and impose its own working 
terms after pilots rejected a 
company offer. 

American hopes to cut 
annual labor spending by 
about $1 billion with the 
changes. 

After canceling the pilots’ 
contract, the company 
said it plans to relax limits this 
month on revenue-sharing 
deals with other airlines — 
so-called code-sharing. The 


move is designed to boost 
revenue without adding 
flights. American will also 
gain more flexibility to shift 
flying to regional airlines. 
Earlier Wednesday, Ameri¬ 
can Airlines announced a 
four-year deal to outsource 
some of its regional flying 
to SkyWest Inc. SkyWest will 
handle some flying current¬ 
ly performed by American 
Eagle, American’s regional 
affiliate, in Los Angeles and 
Dallas. 

American will increase the 
maximum work hours for 
pilots starting in November. 
And it will freeze the pilots' 
defined-benefit pension 
plan while terminating a 
supplemental retirement 
plan in November. 

The new contracts rati¬ 
fied by other workers will 
let American reduce jobs 
for flight attendants and 
ground workers and close 
a maintenance hub in Fort 
Worth, Texas. Pensions for 


workers other than pilots 
will be frozen but not termi¬ 
nated, and they will instead 
get an improved profit- 
sharing plan. Retiree health 
benefits for current employ¬ 
ees will be reduced. 
Thomas Horton, the CEO of 
parent AMR Corp., said he 
still hopes for a voluntary 
agreement with pilots but 
that the company needed 
to begin making “changes 
that are necessary for our 
restructuring.” 

Horton said in a letter to em¬ 
ployees that other airlines 
used bankruptcy to get 
stronger and cut costs, and 
that American is becoming 
more competitive by rene¬ 
gotiating leases and labor 
contracts. 

AMR and American filed 
for bankruptcy protection 
in November. US Airways 
Group Inc. is trying to force 
a merger, but AMR has 
resisted overtures from its 
smaller rival. □ 
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CHARLES SCHULZ. SAID, 
"A CARTOONIST IS 
SOMEONE WHO HA$To 
PRAW THE SAME THING 
PAy AFTER PAy WITH¬ 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 9/13 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Most excellent 

5 Passes over; 
omits 

10 Pitfall 

14 Capital of 
Norway 

15 Bean used to 
make chocolate 

16 Robust 

17 Precipitation 

18 Nation that was 
once a Soviet 
republic 

20 Pecan or filbert 

21 Actor John _ 

22 Large piano 

23 Mammal whose 
name means 
‘‘river horse,” 
for short 

25 Argon or xenon 

26 Graduate 
papers, often 

28 Author 

31 Makes money 

32 Composer 
George M. _ 

34 Brewer’s tub 

36 lna_; miffed 

37 Bee’s product 

38 Nevada city 

39 Male child 

40 _ with; 
bearing 

41 Pig out 

42 Set on fire 

44 Said the “Our 
Father,” e.g. 

45 Suffix for Paul 
or Joseph 

46 Incline 

47 Noisy kiss 

50 Highway 

51 Greedy one 

54 Tediously 

57 Spanish boy 

58 Performances 

59 Use a loom 

60 Peruvian Indian 

61 At sleeping 

62 Firstborn of two 

63 Grew old 

DOWN 

1 “A Star Is_ 

Streisand film 

2 Jacob’s twin 
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3 Moving like a 
snake 

4 2,000 pounds 

5 Rascals 

6 Very simple 
wind instrument 

7 Frosts 

8 _ for the 
course; normal 

9 Cry 

10 Craving for 
liquid 

11 Indian prince 

12 Ladd or Thicke 

13 Remain 
unsettled 

19 Once more 

21 Hairy beasts 

24 “Say it _ so!” 

25 Elephant color 

26 Actress Harper 

27 Capital of 
Vietnam 

28 At what time? 

29 Whole shebang 

30 Stove 

32 ZIP_; part of 

an address 

33 3/7 and 4/7 
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35 Three-_sloth 

37 Despise 

38 Horse color 

40 Chain pieces 

41 Alumnus, for 
short 

43 Friendliest 

44 Athlete 

46 Find a solution 


47 Night twinkler 

48 Small rodents 

49 _ and crafts 

50 Peruse 

52 A single time 

53 Incite; egg on 

55 Be obligated 

56 Baseball’s Ott 

57 Ms. Peeples 
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King Richard III grave hunters find bones in UK 


ROBERT BARR 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Archae¬ 
ologists searching for the 
grave of King Richard III 
say they have found bones 
that are consistent with the 
15th century monarch’s 
physical abnormality and 
of a man who died in bat¬ 
tle. 

A team from the University 
of Leicester said Wednes¬ 
day the bones were be¬ 
neath the site of the Grey 
Friars church in Leicester, 
central England, where 
contemporary accounts 
say Richard was buried fol¬ 
lowing his death in the Bat¬ 
tle of Bosworth Field in 1485. 
Richard Buckley, co-di- 
rector of the university’s 
Archaeological Servic¬ 
es, said the bones are a 
“prime candidate” to be 
Richard’s. The remains 
are now being exam¬ 
ined and the team hopes 
that DNA can be recov¬ 
ered to aid identification. 
“We are not saying today 
that we have found King 
Richard III,” Richard Tay¬ 
lor, the university’s director 
of corporate affairs, told a 
news conference. “(But) 
this skeleton certainly has 
characteristics that war¬ 
rant extensive, further 
detailed examination.” 
William Shakespeare, writ¬ 
ing more than a century 
after Richard’s death, 
described the king as 
“deform’d, unfinished,” a 
monster with a deformed 
conscience who mur¬ 
dered his nephews in the 
Tower of London in or¬ 
der to gain the throne. 
The murder charge is a 
matter of historical dispute. 
The official royal website 
says the young princes 
“disappeared” while un¬ 
der Richard’s protection. 
Taylor said the skeleton 
displayed spinal abnor¬ 
malities consistent with 
contemporary accounts 
of Richard’s appearance. 
“We believe that the in¬ 
dividual would have had 
severe scoliosis, which is a 
form of spinal curvature. 
This would have made his 
right shoulder appear vis¬ 
ibly higher than his left 
shoulder,” Taylor said. 
He said the skeleton was 
apparently of an adult 
male and in good condi¬ 
tion. There were signs of 
trauma to the skull shortly 
before death, perhaps from 
a bladed instrument, and a 
barbed metal arrowhead 
was found between ver¬ 



Undated University of Leicester handout photo of a stone frieze, which may have been from a 
choir stall, which was discovered during an excavation of the car park behind council offices in 
Leicester, made available Wednesday Sept. 12, 2012. 

Associated Press 


tebrae of the upper back. 
Professor Lin Foxhall, head 
of the university’s School 
of Archaeology and An¬ 
cient History, agreed that 
the skeleton is consistent 
with some contemporary 
accounts of Richard but 
“does not fit the exag¬ 
gerated picture painted 
by later, Tudor sources 
which portrayed him as 
a wicked hunchback.” 
“The individual we have 
discovered was plainly 
strong and active de¬ 
spite his disability, indeed 
it seems likely that he died 
in battle," Foxhall said. 
Richard, the last Eng¬ 
lish king to die in battle, 
was buried “without any 
pompe or solemne fu¬ 
neral” by the Francis¬ 
can monks of Grey Friars. 
There is a record that King 
Henry VII, the victor at Bo¬ 
sworth Field, commissioned 
a memorial for Richard’s 
grave — in the choir, or 
eastern portion of the Grey 
Friars church — about 1495. 
Although the records point¬ 
ed to a grave in Leicester, 
100 miles (160 kilometers) 
north of London, the church 


was suppressed in 1538 af¬ 
ter King Henry VIII abolished 
the monasteries and its lo¬ 
cation was long forgotten. 
Christopher Wren, the ar¬ 
chitect of St. Paul's Ca¬ 
thedral in London, visited 
the area in 1612 and saw 
a stone pillar erected in a 
garden on the site which 
was inscribed “Here lies 
the body of Richard III.” 
There were tales, still re¬ 
peated on the British royal 
site, that Richard’s bones 
were dug up and scattered 
during the Reformation. 
Buckley and his team iden¬ 
tified a possible location 
of the grave through map 
regression analysis, starting 
with a current map and an¬ 
alyzing earlier maps to dis¬ 
cover what had changed 
and not changed. Ground 
penetrating radar was 
employed to find the best 
places to start digging. 
The Leicester team began 
excavating in a parking lot 
last month. Within a week 
they located thick walls and 
the remains of tiled floors. 
Earlier, the university identi¬ 
fied a direct descendant 
of Richard’s elder sister 


— a 17th great grand¬ 
nephew — and obtained 
a DNA swab for pos¬ 
sible matching with any 
bones found at the site. 
“In reality this will be a long 
process," said Turi King, who 
is leading the DNA analysis. 


Classifieds 

FOR SALE 

Time Shares for sale Divi Dutch 
Village wk 35 Rm 128 9/1 $3200. 
Also Divi Golf Rm 7205 no mf 
inless used $3200 local until 8/31 
565-9394 

E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 
or 508-314-1359 

196699A 


FOR SALE 

Time Shares for sale by owner 
Casa del Mar 2 br -2 bath 9/1 start 
all amentries$4800 also 
Aruba Beach Club wk 34 Rm 126 
$3400 local phone until 8/31 
565-9394 

E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 
or 508-314-1359 

196699 


FOR SALE 

Time Shares for sale Divi Phoenix 
1 br wks 36 start on 9/8 $3650 
also Divi floating wks from 3/17 to 
12/22 $3500 call local 565-9394 
until 8/31 or 

E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 
or 508-314-1359 

196477 


Tell 902-0697 / 503-7404 
Sthatland str. TO 




Quality Apartments 

Studio A Loft Apts. "Fully Fumfshed 

/ Alrca f CdhP* TV * Pad 

Less ] mk fwi Gaglf fttaeh A 4 n^wmurfcm. 
Feel free fa contact or visit us. 

Mgrt - fri; 0 gm-?prt|. Sgt A $gm- 5 pfTi 


DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


ORANJESTAD 


13 September 

Dr. Velasquez 


_ 


T 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Santa Cruz Tel: 585-8028 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Aloe Tel: 584-4606 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency 

Numbers 

Emergency 





911 


OlES** 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 


Services 


Information 

Setar 

Taxi 

Taxi- Tas 
Profesional Taxi 
Taxi D.T.S. 
Service Aruba 


118 

582-5151 

582- 2116 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 

583- 3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



Sept. 19 Ocean Dream 


Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 

Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

Insel Air Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 

Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Facebook users get out U.S. vote in large numbers 



This Nov. 2,2010 file photo shows a sticker handed out to a voter 
on Election Day, in Waterville, Maine. 

Associated Press 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Facebook friends played 
a big role in getting hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of 
Americans to vote in 
2010, a new scientific 
study claims. 

Facebook research¬ 
ers and scientists at the 
University of California, 
San Diego conducted 
a massive online experi¬ 
ment in the congressio¬ 
nal election to test and 
measure the political 
power of online peer 
pressure. 

They found that people 
who got Facebook mes¬ 
sages that their friends 
had voted were a bit 
more likely to go to the 
polls than those who 
did not get the same re¬ 
minder. And from there 
the effect multiplied in 
the social network, they 
reported in Thursday's 
journal Nature. 

The friend-prodding 
likely increased voter 
turnout by as much as 
340,000 in the non-presi- 
dential election that vot¬ 
ed in a new Republican 
congress, the scientists 
calculated. They said 
that it could potentially 
change the outcome of 
close elections. 

“Our study is the first 
large-scale scientific test 
of the idea that online 
social networks affect 
real world political be¬ 
havior," said study lead 
author James Fowler, a 
professor of medical ge¬ 
netics and political sci¬ 
ence at the University of 
California, San Diego. 

He has studied friend 
and social media influ¬ 
ences on public health 


and politics over the 
past decade. While pun¬ 
dits have pointed to so¬ 
cial media-inspired revo¬ 
lutions in the Arab world, 
this is more verifiable 
scientifically because 
it is a controlled study 
comparing groups that 
had different inputs. It is 
the voting equivalent of 
testing real drugs versus 
sugar pills. 

Outside experts say the 
new study makes sense 
and fits with other re¬ 
search about how ef¬ 
fective get-out-the-vote 
drives are, but say Fowl¬ 
er’s numbers may be a 
bit high. That’s because 
they factor in a large 
indirect effect, calcula¬ 
tions which some didn't 
find as convincing. 
Nearly every Ameri¬ 


can of voting age who 
logged into Facebook 
on Election Day 2010 
was part of the experi¬ 
ment, even though they 
didn’t know it. 

Most of them — more 
than 60 million — saw 
an announcement on 
top of their Facebook 
news feed: Today is Elec¬ 
tion Day. It showed how 
many Facebook users as 
well as their friends had 
clicked an “I voted” but¬ 
ton and showed up to six 
pictures of those friends. 
It also linked to a list of 
polling places. 
Researchers compared 
voter turnout with two 
groups that didn’t re¬ 
ceive that same mes¬ 
sage. One group of 
611,000 people sim¬ 
ply got a generic an¬ 


nouncement encourag¬ 
ing voting, but no pic¬ 
tures or count of friends. 
Another 613,000 users 
didn't receive any mes¬ 
sage. 

Those who got the peer 
pressure message were 
less than half a percent 
(0.39 percent) more 
likely to vote than those 
who got no message or 
the generic one. While 
that seems like a very 
small increase, it is statis¬ 
tically significant and it 
adds up, Fowler said. 
There was no difference 
in voting found between 
the generic and no-mes- 
sage groups. Nor was 
there any difference 
seen in friend-prompted 
turnout between self- 
identified conservatives 
and liberals. Democrats 
and Republicans. 

Fowler and colleagues 
didn't just take the word 
of people who clicked 
the “I voted” button. 
They checked pub¬ 
lic voting records in 13 
states for that election, 
and found about 4 per¬ 
cent of those who said 
they voted hadn't really 
cast ballots. 

Of those who saw the 
peer pressure post¬ 
ing, Fowler calculated 
that 60,000 voted who 
wouldn’t have. On top 
of that, he said, another 
280,000 people voted 
who wouldn’t have be¬ 
cause their friends saw 
the online message and 
spread the get-out-the- 
vote word. 

It is a form of social 
contagion with people 
noticing that the origi¬ 
nal message recipient 
voted, so the message 
spread in person, by 


word of mouth and on¬ 
line, he said. 

“The network is key,” he 
said. 

Columbia University po¬ 
litical scientist Donald 
Greene said the 60,000 
direct voter number 
makes sense and fits with 
other research done, 
which shows that the 
more personalized the 
appeal the better the 
result. But he said he had 
difficulty buying the cal¬ 
culations used to come 
up with the 280,000 indi¬ 
rect votes. 

George Mason Univer¬ 
sity political science pro¬ 
fessor Michael McDon¬ 
ald, an expert in voter 
turnout, said the study 
seemed reasonable to 
him, adding “anything 
we can do to increase 
turnout is a good thing.” 
In the 2010 election, 
about 38 percent of 
the voting age popula¬ 
tion cast ballots, up from 
about 37 percent in 2006 
and 36 percent in 2002. 
Voting is usually much 
higher in presidential 
elections, so the overall 
effect of a social media 
get-out-the-vote push 
might be lower in 2012 
because people were 
already more likely to 
vote, Fowler and others 
said. 

Fowler and Facebook 
scientist Cameron Mar¬ 
low said no decision has 
been made about do¬ 
ing a similar study or vot¬ 
ing drive on Facebook 
this November. 

The study was initiated 
by Fowler, who got Face- 
book involved, and was 
funded by the University 
of Notre Dame and two 
private foundations.□ 
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Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 24 Hours Straight Service * We Guarantee 

A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Settle of Wine 7 Days a Week ANYTIME * Quality, Service & Reliability 
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Massage Service 


We service Men, 
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FREE PICKUP 
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This Sept. 11, 2012 photo provided by NBC shows Kenan 
Thompson, left, and host Seth MacFarlane on the set of “Saturday 
Night Live” in New York. 

Associated Press 

Seth MacFarlane 
is guest host as 
‘SNL’ starts season 

FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — You might think Seth MacFarlane has a 
show-biz to-do list. 

By now, he's checked off ventures like his animated TV 
shows (led by “Family Guy”), his recording of show tunes, 
live performances at Carnegie Hall and this summer's film 
comedy, “Ted,” which he directed, wrote and provided 
the title character's voice for. 

Now MacFarlane will serve as guest host this week for the 
season premiere of NBC’s “Saturday Night Live.” 

Was this just the next gig on his to-do list? 

“Not exactly,” MacFarlane said Tuesday. “When things 
come up, I tackle them if they sound fun. That’s how I de¬ 
cide what to do and what not to do. It's what sounds like 
it’s going to be a good time.” 

But there's another reason he was reporting to the leg¬ 
endary live sketch comedy show. 

“They asked me,” he explained. “It’s the kind of thing you 
don't say ‘no’ to if you’re in comedy.” 

For a multimedia comedy impresario, MacFarlane might 
not seem ideally suited to “SNL,” where he is being treated 
warmly, but not in his customary role as the boss. 

“It’s always a nice break to NOT be the guy in charge,” he 
insisted. And with his edition of “SNL” being polished off in 
just a week, the routine should prove a refreshing change, 
too. “It’s the complete antithesis of the nine months it 
takes us to do one episode of an animated series." 

While MacFarlane arrived Monday with a few sketch 
ideas, “this is a large writing staff that's well equipped 
to do what they do,” he pointed out. “I sat in on a pitch 
where writers threw out a bunch of one-line sketch ideas, 
and there were a lot of hilarious ones. There’s no shortage 
of fresh stuff.” 

But along with comedy, will the silver-throated MacFar¬ 
lane sing a song on the show? 

“Possibly,” he said. “But it’s too soon to tell." 

As the series begins its 38th season (Saturday at 11:30 p.m. 
EDT), MacFarlane will be sharing the bill with musical guest 
Frank Ocean. Meanwhile, cast member Cecily Strong 
and featured players Aidy Bryant and Tim Robinson will be 
joining the troupe. 

But absent from the scene will be veteran players Kristen 
Wiig and Andy Samberg, as well as Abby Elliott. 

Not a problem, said MacFarlane from his insider’s 
perspectiveO 


Renoir painting found at 
W. Virginia flea market 

BRETT ZONGKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

woman who paid $7 for a 
box of trinkets at a West Vir¬ 
ginia flea market two years 
ago apparently acquired 
an original painting by 
French impressionist Pierre- 
Auguste Renoir without 
knowing it. 

The woman considered dis¬ 
carding the painting to sal¬ 
vage its frame, but instead 
made an appointment to 
have it evaluated in July by 
the Potomack Co. auction 
house in Alexandria, Va., 
said its fine arts director 
Anne Norton Craner. 

When the woman pulled 
the painting out of a gar¬ 
bage bag she carried 
it in, Craner was nearly 
certain the painting was 
a Renoir with its distinct col¬ 
ors, light and brushwork. A 
plaque on the front labeled 
it “Renoir.” 

“My gut said that it was 
right, but you have to then 
check," Craner said. 

French handwriting on the 
back of the canvass includ¬ 
ed a label and number. 

Craner turned to the cata¬ 
log by French gallery Ber- 
nheim-Jeune that’s pub¬ 
lished all of Renoir’s work. 

“Low and behold, it was in 


Kanye West 
nominated for 
17 BET Hip- 
Hop Awards 

performer and director. He 
also collaborated with Jay- 
Z on the album, “Watch the 
Throne.” 

The nominations were an¬ 
nounced Wednesday. 

The ceremony will be 
taped Sept. 29 at Atlanta’s 
Boisfeuillet Jones Atlanta 
Civic Center. Actor and 
comedian Mike Epps will 
return as host for the fourth 
straight year. 

Hip-hop mogul Chris Lighty, 
who committed suicide 
earlier this month, will be 
honored during the show. 
Lighty was the manager for 
Mariah Carey, Sean “Did- 
dy” Combs and 50 CentO 



In this Nov. 9, 2011 file photo, Kanye West performs during the 
Victoria’s Secret fashion show in New York. 

Associated Press 


ATLANTA (AP) — Kanye 
West hasn’t released a solo 
album since 2010, but the 
rapper has kept relevant 
with another strong year. 
Now, BET is taking notice. 


West received the most 
nominations with 17 for the 
seventh annual BET Hip- 
Hop Awards, which will air 
Oct. 9. The rapper has had 
a big year as a producer. 



This image released by Potomack Company shows an appar¬ 
ently original painting by French impressionist Pierre-Auguste 
Renoir. 

Associated Press 


volume one," she said. 

An image of the painting 
was published in black and 
white, and the gallery’s 
stock number matched the 
flea market find. So Cra¬ 
ner made a digital image 
of the flea market paint¬ 
ing, converted it to black 
and white for a closer look, 
and the brush strokes also 
matched, she said. 

“It's not a painting you 
would fake,” Craner said. 
“If you're going to fake 
something, you'd fake 
something easier.” 

Painting No. 24349 turns 


out to be Renoir's painting 
“Paysage Bords de Seine,” 
which translates to Banks of 
the River Seine, Craner de¬ 
termined. 

The painting is set for auc¬ 
tion Sept. 29. It could fetch 
$75,000 or more, Craner 
said. Elizabeth Wainstein, 
owner of the Potomack 
Co., said there’s no doubt 
about the painting's au¬ 
thenticity. The Shenandoah 
Valley woman found the 
painting and kept it in stor¬ 
age for nearly two years 
has declined to publicly 
disclose her name.Q 
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Kathy Bates recovering 
from double mastectomy 



Actor Bill Murray attends the “Hyde Park on Hudson” premiere at Roy Thomson Hall during the 
Toronto International Film Festival on Monday Sept. 10, 2012, in Toronto. 

Associated Press 

Bill Murray mulls Oscar 
prospects as Roosevelt 


NEW YORK (AP) — Kathy 
Bates says she is recover¬ 
ing from a double mastec¬ 
tomy. 

The Oscar-winning actress 
tweeted on Wednesday 
that she was diagnosed 
with breast cancer two 
months ago. But in a sep¬ 
arate post, she said she 
doesn't miss her breasts as 
much as “Harry’s Law,” her 
NBC law drama that was 
canceled last May. 

An ovarian cancer survivor 
for “nine years and count¬ 
ing,” Bates, 64, released 
a statement through her 
publicist saying that she 
decided to have the oper¬ 
ation “after much consid¬ 
eration" and won’t have to 
undergo radiation or che¬ 
motherapy. Her doctors 
have assured her she'll be 
around “for a long time.” 
“My family calls me Kat be¬ 
cause I always land on my 
feet and thankfully this is no 
exception,” Bates said. “I'm 
looking forward to getting 
back to work doing what I 
love to do.” 


NEW YORK (AP) — Heidi 
Klum is denying that she 
had an affair with her 
bodyguard while married 
to pop singer Seal. But now, 
having split from Seal, she 
says she is seeing the body¬ 
guard. 

On Wednesday’s edition 
of the Katie Couric talk 
show, Klum said she “never 
looked at another man” 
while she and Seal were to¬ 
gether. But more recently, 
she and the family’s body¬ 
guard of four years have 
gotten to know each other 
“from a completely differ¬ 
ent side." 

Klum chose not to call their 
connection a relationship, 
saying, “it’s just started.” 
She called him “a great 
man.” 

Seal criticized Klum for hav¬ 
ing a relationship with the 
man before their divorce 
was final. 

The 39-year-old supermod¬ 
el and TV star filed for di- 



This Jan. 27, 2012 file photo 
shows actress Kathy Bates 
arriveing at the Australian 
Academy of Cinema and 
Television Arts Awards at the 
Soho House, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

Bates won a Best Actress 
Oscar in 1991 for “Misery,” 
and this year is nominated 
for two Emmys: For “Harry’s 
Law” and for her guest shot 
on “Two and a Half Men.’O 



This May 7, 2012 file photo 
shows model and TV host 
Heidi Klum arriving at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 
Costume Institute gala benefit 
in New York. 

Associated Press 

vorce from Seal earlier this 
year after seven years of 
marriage. They have four 
children. □ 


DAVID GERMAIN 
AP Movie Writer 
TORONTO (AP) — Most stars 
shun the “O word” — Os¬ 
car — when they might be 
in the running for an Acad¬ 
emy Award, not wanting 
to jinx their chances or look 
too eager. 

Bill Murray has no prob¬ 
lem dissecting Hollywood’s 
highest honors. 

A best actor nominee for 
2003’s “Lost in Translation,” 
Murray could have Oscar 
prospects again as Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt in “Hyde 
Park on the Hudson," a 
comic drama that played 
the ongoing Toronto Inter¬ 
national Film Festival. 
Murray won a string of key 
prizes for “Lost in Transla¬ 
tion” leading up to the Os¬ 
cars, including a Golden 
Globe, an Independent 
Spirit Award and honors 
from many critics groups. 
When he lost on Oscar 
night, it was a lesson not to 
get your hopes up too high, 
Murray said in an interview. 
“You can’t get all ramped 
up and amped up about 
this thing all the time,” Mur¬ 
ray said. “I mean, I got ex¬ 
cited about it once, and it 
was odd. I won all the priz¬ 
es, I won literally all the priz¬ 
es all the way up to the last 


one. And I really thought, 
well, ‘I’ve just to go get this 
thing. I’ll be right back.’ 
“And then I didn’t win, and 
I thought, ‘Well, that’s odd. 
How odd is that? I'm feeling 
so odd now.’ And I came 
all dressed up and didn’t 
win. So I'm not going to get 
all crazy about that.” 
Murray is a rare comic ac¬ 
tor who has evolved into a 
performer with the depth 
to create characters that 
put him into the awards 
mix with such films as “Rush- 
more,” "Get Low” and 
“Broken Flowers." 

The former “Saturday Night 
Live” regular and crazy man 
of “Ghostbusters,” "Cad- 
dyshack” and “Stripes” first 
dabbled in heavy drama 
with a 1984 adaptation of 
W. Somerset Maugham’s 
“The Razor's Edge.” Audi¬ 
ences and critics were not 
kind. 

The reaction toughened 
him up for the inevitable 
double-takes as people 
mull the notion: Bill Murray 
as Franklin Roosevelt? 

After “The Razor’s Edge,” 
"I remember a certain 
famous movie reviewer 
saying, ‘Bill Murray should 
not be allowed to do any¬ 
thing but comedy,’ which 
I reminded him of at the 


Cannes Film Festival when 
I was nominated for an Os¬ 
car,” Murray said. “Some¬ 
times when you've got a 
biopic and they go, ‘Jerry 
Lewis will play Albert Ein¬ 
stein' or something, the first 
thing is, ‘No, don’t buy it. 
Not for a second.’" 

Murray knows people may 
have trouble buying him 
as Roosevelt. But he ap¬ 
proached the character 
with the same thoughts he 
had when he played writ¬ 
er Hunter S. Thompson in 
1980's “Where the Buffalo 
Roam.” 

The actor already was 
friends with Thompson, and 
when it came time to cap¬ 
ture the writer on film, Mur¬ 
ray aimed to bring out the 
writer’s brightest qualities. 

“I had the feeling of, like, 
‘I’ve got to revere the best 
of this person,”’ Murray 
said. “The same with Roos¬ 
evelt. I had to revere the 
best of him.” 

Murray is a very credible 
Roosevelt, capturing the 
grace, humor, subtle tact 
and homey wisdom of the 
president as he plays host 
to the king and queen of 
Britain, who have come 
over to seek American 
support as World War II 
approaches.Q 


Klum: I was faithful to 
Seal while we were wed 
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In China we 
(don't) trust 



Obstruct and Exploit 


Thomas L. Friedman 

© 2012 New York Times News 

Service 

HANGZHOU, China - One of the 
standard lines about China’s 
economy is that the Chinese 
are good at copying, but they 
could never invent a Hula-Hoop. 
It’s not in their DNA, we are told, 
and their rote education system 
reinforces that tendency. I’m 
wondering about that: How is 
it that a people who invented 
papermaking, gunpowder, fire¬ 
works and the magnetic com¬ 
pass suddenly only became 
capable of assembling iPods? 
I’m wondering if what’s missing 
in China today is not a culture of 
innovation but something more 
basic: trust. When there is trust in 
society, sustainable innovation 
happens because people feel 
safe and enabled to take risks 
and make the long-term com¬ 
mitments needed to innovate. 
When there is trust, people are 
willing to share their ideas and 
collaborate on each other’s in¬ 
ventions without fear of having 
their creations stolen. The big¬ 
gest thing preventing modern 
China from becoming an inno¬ 
vation society, which is impera¬ 
tive if it hopes to keep raising 
incomes, is that it remains a very 
low-trust society. 

I’ve been struck at how many 
Chinese businesspeople and 
investors have volunteered that 
point to me this week. China is 
caught in a gap between its 
old social structure of villages 
and families, which created its 
own form of trust, and a new 
system based on the rule of law 
and an independent judiciary. 
The Communist Party destroyed 
the first but has yet to build the 
second because it would mean 
ceding the party’s arbitrary 
powers. So China has a huge 
trust deficit. 

To see what happens when you 
introduce just a little more trust in 
this society, spend a day, as I just 
did, participating in the “AliFest” 
- the annual gathering of thou¬ 
sands of Chinese entrepreneurs 
who are linked together in the 
giant Chinese e-commerce 
website Alibaba.com. Founded 
in 1999, Alibaba says its sales this 
year could top eBay and Ama¬ 
zon.com combined. This hap¬ 
pened, in part, because it has 
built trusted, credible markets of 
buyers and sellers inside China, 
connecting consumers, inven¬ 
tors and manufacturers who 
would have found it hard to do 
transactions before. 


Alibaba has three major busi¬ 
nesses: Taobao.com and Tmall. 
com, which together constitute 
a giant online marketplace 
where anyone in the world can 
go to buy or sell anything - from 
Procter & Gamble selling tooth¬ 
paste to Chinese companies 
offering their engineering prow¬ 
ess. The Tao companies this year 
are expected to move some 
$150 billion in merchandise be¬ 
tween buyers and sellers, mostly 
in China. 

The second is Alibaba.com, 
where, if you wanf to make rub¬ 
ber sandals that play “The Star 
Spangled Banner,” you click on 
Alibaba and it will link you with 
dozens of Chinese shoemakers 
that will compete for your busi¬ 
ness. 

And, lastly, there is Alipay, a Chi¬ 
nese version of PayPal that can 
enable, for example, a small 
Chinese manufacturer in the 
hinterland to sell its goods to a 
Chinese consumer in Shang¬ 
hai. The buyer puts his money 
in escrow with Alibaba and it is 
released to the seller only when 
the buyer says he got the goods 
he ordered. Presto: trust. What 
has been the impact? There are 
more than 500 million Chinese 
Taobao users and 600 million Ali¬ 
pay accounts. 

While here in Hangzhou, I visited 
the workshop of Robert Luo, the 
president of Classic-Maxim, a 
firm he started to make kitschy 
wall art for hotels, using foreign 
designs. Luo used to drum up 
sales by flying to trade shows, 
but, in 2006, he got a huge U.S. 
order through the Alibaba plat¬ 
form, enabling him to greatly ex¬ 
pand his business. He has since 
shifted from doing outsourced 
artwork for others to hiring Chi¬ 
nese and foreign artists to pro¬ 
duce his own original designs. 
“We design so much now” - out¬ 
door art, solar art - and “we’ve 
applied for so many U.S. pat¬ 
ents,” he said. 

There are two trends to watch 
from all this: One, argued Ming 
Zeng, Alibaba’s chief strate¬ 
gist, is that Alibaba - which now 
serves more than 100 million 
consumers daily, through 6.5 mil¬ 
lion retail shops connected to 20 
million manufacturers - is, in ef¬ 
fect, creating “a virtual combi¬ 
nation industrial park and online 
marketplace,” where anyone in 
China or abroad can come to 
invent, collaborate or buy and 
sell goods or services. 

Alibaba, Zeng predicted, will 
eventually connect in some 
way with Facebook, Amazon, 
eBay, Apple, Baidu, Linkedln 
and others to create a giant 
trusted virtual “global commer¬ 
cial grid,” where individuals and 
companies will offer their talents 
and buy and sell products, de¬ 
signs and inventions. 

Eventually, Zeng argued, “every 
individual will have to find a way 
to succeed” on this global grid. 
“National boundaries will offer 
you no protection.”□ 



Paul Krugman 

© 2012 New York Times News 
Service 

Does anyone remember the 
American Jobs Act? A year ago 
President Barack Obama pro¬ 
posed boosting the economy 
with a combination of tax cuts 
and spending increases, aimed 
in particular at sustaining state 
and local government employ¬ 
ment. Independent analysts re¬ 
acted favorably. For example, 
fhe consulting firm Macroeco¬ 
nomic Advisers estimated that 
the act would add 1.3 million 
jobs by the end of 2012. 

There were good reasons for 
fhese positive assessments. Al¬ 
though you’d never know it from 
political debate, worldwide ex¬ 
perience since the financial cri¬ 
sis struck in 2008 has overwhelm¬ 
ingly confirmed fhe proposition 
that fiscal policy “works,” thaf 
temporary increases in spend¬ 
ing boost employment in a de¬ 
pressed economy (and that 
spending cuts increase unem¬ 
ployment). The Jobs Act would 
have been just what the doctor 
ordered. 

But the bill went nowhere, of 
course, blocked by Republi¬ 
cans in Congress. And now, 
having prevented Obama from 
implementing any of his policies, 
fhose same Republicans are 
pointing to disappointing job 
numbers and declaring that the 
president’s policies have failed. 
Think of it as a two-part strategy. 
First, obstruct any and all efforts 
to strengthen the economy, 
then exploit the economy’s 
weakness for political gain. If this 


strategy sounds cynical, that’s 
because it is. Yet it’s the GOP’s 
best chance for victory in No¬ 
vember. 

But are Republicans really play¬ 
ing that cynical a game? 

You could argue that we’re 
having a genuine debate about 
economic policy, in which Re¬ 
publicans sincerely believe that 
the things Obama proposes 
would actually hurt, not help, 
job creation. However, even if 
fhat were true, the fact is that 
the economy we have right now 
doesn’t reflect the policies the 
president wanted. 

Anyway, do Republicans really 
believe that government spend¬ 
ing is bad for the economy? No. 
Right now Mitt Romney has an 
advertising blitz under way in 
which he attacks Obama for 
possible cufs in defense spend¬ 
ing - cuts, by the way, that 
were mandated by an agree¬ 
ment forced on fhe president 
by House Republicans last year. 
And why is Romney denouncing 
these cuts? Because, he says, 
they would cost jobs! 

This is classic “weaponized 
Keynesianism” - the claim that 
government spending can’t 
create jobs unless the money 
goes to defense contractors, in 
which case it’s the lifeblood of 
fhe economy. And no, it 
doesn’t make any sense. 

What about the argument, 
which I hear all the time, that 
Obama should have fixed the 
economy long ago? The claim 
goes like this: during his first two 
years in office Obama had a 
majority in Congress that would 
have let him do anything he 
wanted, so he’s had his chance. 
The short answer is, you’ve got 
to be kidding. 

As anyone who was paying at¬ 
tention knows, the period dur¬ 
ing which Democrats controlled 
both houses of Congress was 
marked by unprecedented ob¬ 
structionism in the Senate. The 
filibuster, formerly a tactic re¬ 
served for rare occasions, be¬ 
came standard operating pro¬ 
cedure; in practice, it became 


impossible to pass anything with¬ 
out 60 votes. And Democrats 
had those 60 votes for only a 
few months. Should they have 
tried to push through a major 
new economic program dur¬ 
ing that narrow window? In ret¬ 
rospect, yes - but that doesn’t 
change the reality that for most 
of Obama’s time in office U.S. fis¬ 
cal policy has been defined not 
by the president’s plans but by 
Republican stonewalling. 

The most important conse¬ 
quence of fhat stonewalling, 
I’d argue, has been the failure 
to extend much-needed aid to 
state and local governments. 
Lacking that aid, these govern¬ 
ments have been forced to lay 
off hundreds of thousands of 
schoolteachers and other work¬ 
ers, and those layoffs are a ma¬ 
jor reason the job numbers have 
been disappointing. Since bot¬ 
toming out a year after Obama 
took office, private-sector em¬ 
ployment has risen by 4.6 million; 
but government employment, 
which normally rises more or less 
in line with population growth, 
has instead fallen by 571,000. 

Put it this way: When Republi¬ 
cans took control of the House, 
they declared that their eco¬ 
nomic philosophy was “cut and 
grow” - cut government, and 
the economy will prosper. And 
thanks to their scorched-earth 
tactics, we’ve actually had the 
cuts they wanted. But the prom¬ 
ised growth has failed to mate¬ 
rialize - and they want to make 
that failure Obama’s fault. 

Now, all of fhis puts the White 
House in a difficult bind. Making 
a big deal of Republican ob¬ 
structionism could all too easily 
come across as whining. Yet this 
obstructionism is real, and argu¬ 
ably is the biggest single rea¬ 
son for our ongoing economic 
weakness. 

And what happens if the strat¬ 
egy of obstruct-and-exploit suc¬ 
ceeds? Is this the shape of poli¬ 
tics to come? If so, America will 
have gone a long way toward 
becoming an ungovernable ba¬ 
nana republic.Q 
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Katie Holmes is newest Fashion Week design star 


SAMANTHA CRITCHELL 
AP Fashion Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Katie 
Holmes, greeting well- 
wishers in a black leather 
blazer and gold beaded 
heels, became the latest 
celebrity to take a serious 
stab at fashion with her 
Holmes & Yang preview at 
New York Fashion Week on 
Wednesday. The celebrities 
who once lined the front 
rows of these seasonal pre¬ 
views in party dresses have 
increasingly made their 
way backstage into posi¬ 
tions of power. Celebrity 
names are commonplace 
on mass-market brands: 
The Kardashian sisters, Ve¬ 
nus Williams, Jennifer Lo¬ 
pez, Jessica Simpson, Avril 
Lavigne, Daisy Fuentes, 
Heidi Klum and reality stars 
Whitney Port and Lauren 
Conrad each have depart¬ 
ment-store brands. 

But a handful have also be¬ 
come serious fashion forc¬ 
es. Mary-Kate and Ashley 
Olsen are among the most 
imitated — or sincerely flat¬ 
tered — U.S. designers for 
their brand The Row, and 
this year were named top 
womenswear designers by 
the Council of Fashion De¬ 
signers of America. Victoria 
Beckham’s previews are 
among the week’s most 
hotly anticipated, and pa- 
parazzi-free. Gwen Stefani, 
Nicole Richie and celebrity 
stylist Rachel Zoe have also 
pulled away from the pack. 
“The lines that are success¬ 
ful are very authentic," 
said Susan Kaufman, edi¬ 
tor in chief of People Style- 
Watch. “The key is the ce¬ 
lebrity being involved, be¬ 
ing involved in the look and 
the concept, and to be 
proud to wear the clothes.” 
On that measure. Holmes 
seems ready to join the 
elite club. Showing at Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz Fashion Week 
seems a major commit¬ 
ment to the brand and Hol¬ 
mes’ future in fashion. “It 
was very clean but with a 
cool factor,” Kaufman said. 
“I can easily see her (Holm¬ 
es) wearing it.” 

MICHAEL KORS 
Michael Kors’ sunny dis¬ 
position found a home 
in Southern California for 
the upcoming spring fash¬ 
ion season. He turned out 



Models walk in the finale of the Michael Kors Spring 2013 collection during Fashion Week in New 
York, Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2012. 

Associated Press 



The J. Mendel Spring 2013 
collection is modeled during 
Fashion Week in New York, 
Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2012. 

Associated Press 

an optimistic, cheerful and 
modernist collection that 
he said was inspired by the 
architecture, attitude and 
mostly the weather he en¬ 
joys every time he makes a 
trip to the West Coast. 

“You could be sitting at the 
Beverly Hills Hotel, by the 
pool, and you could find 
this entire palette whether 
it’s the palm green, the 
turquoise of the pool, the 
yellow of the sky — of the 
sun,” he said in a back- 
stage interview. “And I 
love all the architecture 
that we see whenever I go 
out to California. ... You’re 
seeing a lot of that kind of 



The Michael Kors Spring 2013 
collection is modeled during 
Fashion Week in New York, 
Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2012. 

Associated Press 

geometry play into the col¬ 
lection here.” Stripes were 
strong, and he opened the 
show with a female model 
in a red-and-navy striped 
bodysuit with a zip-front 
navy skirt with a crisp white 
belt, while her male run¬ 
way companion had on 
a green-and-navy striped 
pullover and striped pants. 
On later outfits Kors played 
with the proportion of the 
stripes, mixing thick and 
thin, and even horizontal 
and vertical. Kors said he 
purposely included bright 
colors and fun details on 
clothes that, while techni¬ 
cally for spring, get shipped 



The Oscar de la Renta Spring 
2013 childrenswear collection 
is modeled during Fashion 
Week, Wednesday, Sept. 12, 
2012, in New York. 

Associated Press 

in February. 

OSCAR DE LA RENTA 

Latex and leather: That's 
what keeps Oscar de la 
Renta modern while main¬ 
taining his position as the 
godfather of uptown style. 
On his runway Tuesday 
evening, de la Renta 
equally paid homage to 
the decorative and frothy 
styles that have been his 
hallmark for more than 
four decades as well as 
the new technologies that 
keep fashion ahead of the 
pop culture curve. One of 
the most remarkable looks 
was a two-piece dress 
made of ivory silk faille and 


with a feminine peplum 
around the hips that also 
featured a top layer of a 
latex flower appliques that 
could have been the icing 
on the most delicious cake. 
Leather has been a staple 
of this round of previews for 
editors, stylists and retailers, 
but de la Renta took the 
risk with latex, which actu¬ 
ally seemed even lighter 
and more supple than the 
buttery leathers the crowd 
has seen. 

De la Renta’s outfits cer¬ 
tainly courted the crowd of 
socialites, celebrities and 
power brokers that typical¬ 
ly favor his label. Not many 
others can justify a super 
special-occasion, shock¬ 
ing-pink embroidered 
gown that boasted tur¬ 
quoise tassel embroidery, 
resin flowers, pave crystals 
and jeweled neckline. 
OSCAR DE LA RENTA 
CHILDRENSWEAR 
Like a proud grandfa¬ 
ther, de la Renta beamed 
Wednesday as bite-size 
models showed off his first 
full children’s collection 
for spring, a garden party 
of floral and lace party 
dresses for girls and classic 
layered looks for boys. One 
lucky little model hitched 
a ride in a wagon painted 
in a blue petal design to 
complement her red dress 
in the same print. Two boys 
toted skateboards for their 
strut down the runway and 
two others glided on scoot¬ 
ers. Some had their end- 
of-runway pause before 
the cameras down like the 
bigger pros — and all wore 
huge smiles. De la Renta 
launched a small collection 
of kidswear for spring of this 
year. Generally, de la Ren¬ 
ta children's party dresses 
last season didn’t exceed 
$350 — far from the prici¬ 
est of the high-end design¬ 
ers entering the lucrative 
toddler-with-bucks market. 
BETSEY JOHNSON 
Betsey Johnson threw her¬ 
self a big, crazy 70th birth¬ 
day party with pal Cyndi 
Lauper belting “Girls Just 
Wanna Have Fun” and 
confetti-slinging models 
prancing decade-by-de- 
cade down a runway in 
her wild clothes, including 
one clutching a not-hap- 
py-looking baby pigO 













